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This  Synagogue,  which  is  now  (1897)  situated  in  Saint  Alban's  Place, 
St.  James's,  London,  S.W.,  has  also  been  described  as  the  "  West- 
minster" and  the  "Western."  It  has,  therefore,  three  titles;  and  thus 
its  history  begins. 

Baron  de  Symons,  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lyon  de  Symons 
(who  died  4th  May,  1860,  and  whose  name  will  ever  be  associated 
with  the  Jews'  Free  School),  came  to  this  country  in  the  year  5528 
(1768)  with  Mr.  Wolf  Liepman  from  St.  Petersburg,  in  the  reign 
of  Catherine  II.  of  Russia.  They  resided  in  Bedford  Row,  London, 
where  they  established  a  Minyan.  A  correspondent  of  the  Hebrew 
Review  for  i860,  edited  by  M.  H.  Bresslau,  pp.  509-510,  says  : 
"  I  remember  an  old  man  by  the  name  of  J.  Moses,  who  died  about 
thirty  years  ago,  who  told  me  he  was-  one  who  attended  the  Minyan 
in  Bedford  Row  about  fifty  years  past."  This  would  be  eighty 
years  prior  to  i860,  namely,  about  1780.  [Compare  the  Jewish 
Chronicle,  7th  January,  1870,  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Samuel 
de  Symons.]  This  Minyan  continued  until  the  death  of  Baron  de 
Symons,  and  although  there  were  but  a  few  families  residing  at 
that  part  of  London,  they  determined  to  continue  the  Minyan, 
according  to  the  Polish  Minhag.  There  is  no  evidence,  available 
for  the  moment,  to  prove  who  read  the  prayers,  who  read  the  Law  ; 
nor  can  it  be  affirmed  with  certainty  at  what  hour  the  services 
commenced  and  terminated. 
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They  were  very  orthodox.  Tradition  says  that,  desirous  to  serve 
the  God  of  Israel  after  the  manner  of  their  ancestors,  they  took  apart- 
ments in  Bedford  Row,  and  fitted  up  cne  room  as  a  place  of  worship. 
But  their  orthodoxy  was  too  noisy  for  their  Christian  neighbours,  who 
objected  to  being  disturbed  by  the  "  Voice  of  the  Shophar,"  and  the 
apartments  were  compulsorily  vacated.  The  exact  locality  of  the 
Minyan  is  not  known.  Although  the  date  is  given  as  176S,  it  would 
appear  from  the  declaration  contained  in  the  first  of  the  rules  made  in 
1833  that  the  Synagogue  was  established  in  1774.  But,  it  is  certain 
that  twenty-nine  years  elapsed  from  the  foundation  of  the  Minyan  in 
Bedford  Row  to  the  "hiring  of  a  house"  in  Denmark  Court,  Strand. 
That  was  in  the  year  5557  (1797);  and  in  that  year  the  famous 
David  Levi  translated  "  The  Form  of  Thanksgiving  at  the  Dedication 
of  the  new  synagogue  in  Denmark  Court,  in  the  Strand."  [Etiropean 
Magazine,  May,  1799,  vol.  xxxv.,  p.  293  ;  portrait  of  David  Levi, 
p.  291.]  Where  was  the  new  synagogue  in  Denmark  Court,  Strand? 
The  sketch  on  opposite  page  will  indicate  the  locality. 

The  celebrated  composer  Dibdin,  in  "  The  Professional  Life  of 
Dibdin,  written  by  himself"  (4  vols.,  London,  1803),  says,  in  vol.  iii., 
p.  320  :  "  I  shall  begin  my  fourth  volume  of  this  work  by  an  account 
of  my  building  Sans  Souci  in  Leicester  Place,  and  those  particulars 
which  induced  me  to  take  that  step."  And  in  vol.  iv.,  at  page  6,  he 
says  :  "  The  theatre  I  had  occupied  had  been  at  different  times 
converted  to  various  uses.  It  had  been  formerly  the  exhibition 
room  of  the  Royal  Academy,  before,  however,  that  body  had  been 
incorporated.  It  was  afterwards  possessed  by  the  members  of  the 
Arts  and  Sciences,  next  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Polygraphic 
Society,  then  into  mine,  under  the  title  of  Sans  Souci,  and  it  is  now 
(1803),  as  I  understand,  a  Jews'  Synagogue."  The  Sans  Souci 
Theatre  in  the  Strand  was  built  by  Dibdin  the  song-writer,  in  the 
rear  of  his  music-shop,  and  opened  February  16th,  1793.  He  built 
another  Sans  Souci  in  Leicester  Place.  [Timbs,  "  Curiosities  of 
London,"  London,  1885,  at  page  787;  "Dibdin,"  in  "Dictionary  of 
National  Biography."] 
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William  Sandby,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Royal  Academy"  (2  vols., 
London,  1862),  speaks  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Artists,  Sir 
Robert  Strange's  enquiry,  the  Exhibition  in  1778  and  1779  at  Philip's 
room  in  Piccadilly  (vol.  i.,  pp.  56-58).  In  1 780  they  exhibited  in  Spring 
Gardens,  in  1790  at  the  Lyceum;  for  four  years,  from  1774  to  1778, 


\_From  Wallis's  and  Horwood's  Plans  oj  London,  1799. 

the  Exhibition  was  in  St.  Alban's  Street  (p.  36),  and  "  on  the  evening 
of  the  opening  day  an  elegant  entertainment  was  provided  at  the 
St.  Alban's  Tavern"  (p.  129). 

There  is  a  tradition  that  a  Minyan  or  a  synagogue  existed  in  Peter's 
Court,  Saint  Martin's  Lane.     The  Royal  Academy  originated  in  a 
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Society  of  Artists  in  Peter's  Court,  and  an  engraving  of  the  house 
will  be  found  in  Sandby's  History  at  page  23.  One  end  of  the  court 
was  in  Hemming's  Row;  and  it  is  said  that  Mr.  M.  E.  Solomon  lived 
in  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  the  Academy.  In  the  same  court 
one  of  the  Friends'  or  Quakers'  meeting-houses  was  situated.  When 
the  improvements  were  made  for  widening  Hemming's  Row,  Peter's 
Court  disappeared.  [Timbs,  "Curiosities  of  London,"  pp.  226  and 
676  ;  Allan  Cunningham,  vol.  hi.,  p.  35  ;  Wheatley  and  Cunningham's 
"  London,"  3  vols.,  John  Murray,  1891,  vol.  ii.,  p.  206,  vol.  iii.,  p.  484.] 
Writing  of  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden  Lane,  in  "  Old  and  New 
London,"  the  authors,  Messrs.  Walter  Thornbury  and  Edward  Walford, 
say  :  "Its  exact  site  is  not  known,  but  it  is  recorded  that  the  steps  of 
its  back  door  were  on  the  south  side  of  Denmark  Court"  (vol.  iii.,  p.  1 1 9). 
Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  his  "Treatise  on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis" 
(London,  1800),  says  at  p.  568,  that  there  are  six  synagogues  for  the 
Jewish  religion  in  London ;  and  at  p.  360  he  enumerates  three,  namely, 
Duke's  Place;  Leadenhall  Street;  Church  Row,  Fenchurch  Street. 
Mr.  Joshua  Van  Oven,  in  his  "  Letters  on  the  Present  State  of  the 
Jewish  Poor"  (London,  1802),  says  that  the  German  Jews  "are  divided 
into  three  congregations  in  the  City,  and  a  fourth,  lately  arisen,  in  the 
Strand  "  (p.  8).* 

The  Synagogue  was  situated  at  the  south  end  of  the  court,  near 
the  Strand,  opposite  Beaufort  Buildings  ;  but  the  identification  of  the 
exact  site  is  rendered  more  difficult  by  the  following  list  of  Synagogues 
taken  from  a  small  volume  entitled  "The  Picture  of  London"  in  1825 
(p.  456)  :— 

Bricklayer's  Hall,  Leadenhall  Street. 
Back  Alley,  Denmark  Street,  Strand. 
Baker's  Gardens,!  Leadenhall  Street. 

*  The  letters  of  "  Joshua  Vanhoven  of  Bury  Street,  St.  Mary  Axe,"  addressed 
to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  are  reviewed  in  the  Ge?itlemaris  Magazine,  September,  1802, 
p.  842. 

f  Sometimes  called  Bookers  Gardens. 
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(Portuguese)  Bevis  Marks,  St.  Mary  Axe. 
Church  Row,  Fenchurch  Street. 
(German)  Duke's  Place. 
The  Synagogue  in  Back  Alley,  Denmark  Street,  Strand,  is  no  doubt 
the  Denmark  Court  Synagogue ;    but,  as  stated  above,  there  is  a 
tradition  that  a  Minyan  or  Synagogue  existed  in  Peter's  Court,  St. 
Martin's  Lane,  at  one  time  the  home  of  the  Royal  Academy  now 
located  in  Burlington  House.    A  writer  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine 
in  September  1810,  vol.  lxxx.,  pp.  235,  236,  on  "The  Present  State  of 
the  Jews,"  refers  to  the  "Westminster  Synagogue,  Denmark  Court, 
Strand — once  Dibdin's  Sans  Souci." 

Rabbi  Tobias  Goodman,  as  he  describes  himself,  was  Reader  and 
Minister  at  the  Denmark  Court  Synagogue.  He  translated  into  English 
the  nbty  JTDTQ,  "An  Investigation  of  Causes  arising  from  the  Organi- 
zation of  the  World  in  which  Man  is  particularly  interested,  written  by 
Rabbi  Jadaia  of  Barcelona,  Spain,  containing  Theological  and  Meta- 
physical Sentences."  London,  1806.  The  work  is  dedicated  "  To  the 
Most  Rev.  Solomon  Hierschell,  Presiding  Rabbi  of  the  German  Jews 
in  London."  Those  who  are  interested  in  translations  should  compare 
this  with  the  translation  of  a  few  chapters  which  appeared  in  the 
Hebrew  Review  (edited  by  M.  J.  Raphael),  vol.  i.,  pp.  135  and  195,  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Joshua  Van  Oven,  dated  from  Liverpool,  17th  November 
1834.  The  expression  wpU!  DptWH  DOWIO  Dpwnn  was  translated 
"  Desires  prove  obnubilators ;  and  bright  armour,  sackcloth."  The 
Denmark  Court  Synagogue  was  opened  in  1797;  and  this  is  the  title 
of  the  Order  of  Service  at  its  Dedication  :  "  A  form  of  Song  and 
Praise  to  be  performed  at  the  Dedication  of  the  new  Synagogue  in 
Denmark  Court,  in  the  City  of  Westminster,  on  Friday,  the  4th  August, 
1797,  being  the  12th  day  of  the  Jewish  month  Ab,  Anno  Mundi  5557. 
Translated  into  English  by  David  Levi,  author  of  Lingua  Sacra,  the 
Ceremonies  of  the  Jews,  &c.  London  :  Printed  by  D.  Levi,  Green 
St  eet,  Mile  End  New  Town."  The  service  was  interesting.  The 
"Books  of  the  Law"  were  brought  from  the  Vestry  Room  into  the 
Synagogue  and  put  into  the  Ark :  the  afternoon  service  was  read,  and 
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then  the  reader  recited  a  poem  written  (according  to  the  Hebrew 
acrostic)  by  pTFT  DrTDN  p  D^N.  In  the  third  verse  of  the  poem  the 
expression  occurs  DmiO  VTTQD  "  Glorify  Him  with  the  fires":  this,  says 
David  Levi,  "alludes  to  the  notice  given  from  place  to  place  by  the 
firing  of  beacons,  when  at  the  time  of  the  Messiah  the  unity  of  God 
will  be  thus  made  known  throughout  the  world."  (Abarbanel  on  Isaiah 
xxiv.  15.)  The  seven  circuits  were  made,  and  another  short  poem 
was  recited.  The  Prayer  for  the  Royal  Family  was  then  sung,  the 
formula  at  that  time  being  "  Our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the 
Third,  our  mcst  amiable  Queen  Charlotte,  his  Royal  Highness  George 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  the  Royal  Family."  The  service  concluded 
with  the  chanting  of  the  150th  Psalm.  The  book  is  the  production  of 
David,  the  son  of  Abraham  of  London,  and  Baruch,  the  son  of  Samuel 
Rofeh  (Doctor  ?)  of  London. 

Thus  it  is  clearly  fixed  that  the  Minyan  founded  in  Bedford 
Row  in  1768,  by  Baron  de  Symons  and  Wolf  Liepman,  had  become  in 
1797  a  regular  Synagogue.  But  the  opening  of  a  new  Synagogue  at 
the  West  End  of  London  involved  considerations  concerning  the  three 
City  (German)  Synagogues.    Accordingly  in  5559  (1799)  we  have — • 

nwi  uaDrDBDjm  -vyn  tamp  piNaara  im  on  '21  ttmp  bnpi  nbnpn  map/i 

P^b  ia"lpr\,  "Regulations  for  the  Holy  Congregation  and  House  of 
Assembly,  which  is  in  Denmark  Court  in  the  City  of  Westminster,"  5559. 
Then  follows  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  gentlemen,  twenty-five  in 
number,  selected  to  govern  the  congregation,  one  of  them  being  the 
author  of  the  above-mentioned  poem. 

The  Regulations,  written  in  the  mixed  language  of  the  day,  namely 
Hebrew,  German  and  English,  contain  the  expressions  DPTJ  W  (two 
guineas),  mbw  'N  (one  shilling);  and  the  4th  rule  deals  with  mourners 
living  in  "St.  Martin's  Lane,  ■}]?!  "IN  Drury  Lane  IK  Long  Acre";  and 
on  certain  occasions  the  offering  is  to  be  not  less  than  1D2  vn  (eighteen 
pence).  The  38th  rule  is  remarkable  for  the  quaint  mixture  of 
languages,  Hebrew,  German  and  English,  all  in  the  Hebrew  character. 

Vin  pica*  ra  "?m  owl  V'<avX\)  vyb2  pip#  no  tMypora-wiB  -im  Bin 

"The  Parnass-President  has,  what  is  called  in  the  language  of  the 
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country,  casting  vote,  and  his  decision  is  final."  At  the  end  of  the  little 
volume  the  terms  of  arrangement  (Jin^n  n:i  they  are  called)  between  the 
Westminster  and  the  three  City  congregations  in  London  are  printed. 

The  principal  Minister,  Reader  and  Preacher  was,  as  stated  above, 
Tobias  Goodman — "  Rabbi "  as  he  describes  himself.  When,  how, 
and  by  whom  he  was  elected  or  appointed  cannot  be  stated,  for 
unfortunately  records  are  not  available.  But  he  preached  sermons  in 
English.  He  preached  a  sermon  "On  the  universally  regretted  death 
of  the  most  illustrious  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales  and  Saxe-Coburg," 
at  the  Synagogue,  Denmark  Court,  Strand,  on  the  day  of  her  interment, 
Wednesday,  November  19,  a.m.  5578,  London,  18 17.  His  text  was 
taken  from  Ecclesiastes  vii.  1,  2  :  "A  good  name  is  better  than  precious 
ointment,  and  the  day  of  death  than  the  day  of  one's  birth.  It  is  better 
to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning  than  to  the  house  of  feasting,  for  that 
is  the  end  of  all  men  ;  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart."  This  is 
the  first  sermon  delivered  in  English,  in  a  London  (German)  Synagogue. 

He  preached  a  sermon  "occasioned  by  the  demise  of  our  late 
Venerable  Sovereign  King  George  the  Third,  and  on  the  accession  of 
our  Gracious  Lord  King  George  the  Fourth,"  at  the  Synagogue,  Den- 
mark Court,  Strand,  on  Wednesday,  February  1 6th,  A.M.  5580,  London 
(1S20),  his  text  then  being  Psalm  xxiii.  3,  4.  He  was  also  the 
author  of  the  "  Faith  of  Israel,"  and  translator  of  the  work,  above 
mentioned,  described  as  "An  Investigation  of  Causes."  He  described 
himself  in  1809  as  "Teacher  of  the  Hebrew  Language,"  on  the  title- 
page  of  his  pamphlet  "  An  Address  to  the  Committee  of  the  London 
Society  for  Promoting  Christianity."  He  preached  in  English  on 
Sabbaths  at  the  Rosemary  Lane  Synagogue  about  1824,  though  at  an 
earlier  period  he  preached  in  the  Denmark  Court  Synagogue,  which 
was  the  first  German  Synagogue  where  a  sermon  was  preached  in 
English.  Sermons  were  not  delivered  weekly,  but  they  were  delivered 
from  time  to  time.* 

*  See  the  letters  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon  and  of  "  S,"  in  the  Jewish  World, 
31st  Oct.,  1879,  and  the  whole  correspondence  on  the  first  English  sermon.  "  Nemo," 
7th  Oct.,  1870,  on  Sermons  in  English  in  the  Synagogues. — Jeivish  Chronicle. 
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On  May  2nd,  18 19,  Rabbi  Tobias  Goodman  delivered  a  discourse 
at  the  Jews'  Synagogue,  Seel  Street,  Liverpool,  entitled  the  "  Faith  of 
Israel,"  which  he  subsequently  published  in  pamphlet  form.  This  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  William  Smith  of  Glasgow,  in  a  letter  dated  Glasgow, 
3rd  October,  1825  (1826).  It  is  a  letter  addressed  to  "  Rabbi  Tobias 
Goodman  and  his  brethren,  the  Jews." 

At  the  end  of  Rabbi  Tobias  Goodman's  sermon  on  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  "The  Form  of  Prayer  composed  by  the  Rev.  S.  Hirschell, 
Chief  Rabbi  of  the  German  Jews  in  England,"  is  printed. 

In  5556  ( 1 796)  there  was  used  a  "  Form  of  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving 
to  Almighty  God  for  His  Providential  Care  in  the  Preservation  of  the 
King's  Majesty  from  the  late  outrageous  and  desperate  attempt 
against  his  person,  as  he  passed  to  the  Parliament  House  on  Thursday, 
29th  October  ...  at  Morning  and  Evening  Service  in  the  German 
Jews'  Synagogues  in  London;  composed  in  Hebrew  by  the  Rev.  Moses 
Myers,  and  translated  into  English  by  D.  Levi ;  London,  5596  (1796)." 
The  Prayer  was  ordered  to  be  read  daily  at  Morning  and  Evening 
Service  for  fourteen  days. 

The  Chief  Rabbi,  David  Tevele  Schiff,  who  was  appointed  in 
1765  Chief  Rabbi  of  the  Great  Synagogue,  died  in  1792,  and  the 
Rev.  Solomon  Hirschell,  his  successor,  was  elected  in  1802.  There- 
fore, there  was  no  Chief  Rabbi  for  ten  years.  But  the  members  of 
the  Great  Synagogue  availed  themselves  of  the  services  of  the  Rabbi 
of  the  New  Synagogue,  who  was  known  as  the  Rev.  Moses  Myers. 
He  died  in  1814,  aged  55;  but  can  he  be  the  same  gentleman  who 
composed  the  prayers  above  quoted  ?* 

In  1798  there  was  a  special  form  of  prayer,  praise,  thanksgiving 
and  laud,  directed  to  be  chanted  in  the  German  Jews'  Synagogues 
in  London,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  gladness,  on  Thursday,  29th 
day  of  November  1798,  being  the  21st  day  of  Kislev,  Anno  Mundi 
5559  :  being  the  day  that  His  Majesty  our  Gracious  Sovereign  hath 
commanded  us  to  give  thanks  and  praise  to  the  Almighty  God,  who 

*  The  Rev.  Moses  Myers  is  stated  to  have  flourished  circa  1750. 
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is  tremendous  in  works,  for  the  great  success  of  Admiral  Nelson, 
his  officers,  pilots  and  seamen  on  board  the  ships  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King.  Composed  in  Hebrew  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Myers  \ 
and  translated  into  English,  by  order  of  the  Presidents  of  the  said 
Synagogues,  by  David  Levi. 

The  date  of  Tobias  Goodman's  death  is  not  stated. 
The  Denmark  Court  Synagogue  being  the  first  at  the  West 
End  of  London,  the  three  City  Synagogues  (Duke's  Place,  New,  and 
Hamburg)  entered  into  certain  arrangements ;  and  after  much  dis- 
cussion it  became  necessary  for  the  Western  Synagogue  to  have 
a  burial-ground  of  its  own.  Hitherto  deceased  members  had  been 
buried  in  the  cemetery  belonging  to  the  City  Synagogues  ;  but  in 
the  year  18 13  a  piece  of  ground  about  half  an  acre  in  extent  was 
purchased  at  Brompton. 

The  Leo  family  took  an  active  part  in  the  service  in  the  very 
early  days  of  the  congregation.  The  first  was  (^yattf  '"))  the  Rev. 
Simon  Leo,  who  officiated  in  Denmark  Court,  assisted  by  his  sons, 
who,  before  the  time  of  choirs  and  congregational  singing,  were  the 
"bass  and  singer."*  He  had  a  good  voice,  and  many  came  to  hear 
him.  He  migrated  with  the  congregation  to  St.  Alban's  place,  and 
continued  for  some  time  to  officiate  there.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  the  Rev.  Ansell  Leo,  who  was  assisted  by  his  brothers  Louis, 
Henry,  and  Abraham  Leo.  The  family  lived  in  the  Synagogue  in 
St.  Alban's  Place.  The  son  Ansell  inherited  the  father's  gift  of  a 
fine  voice,  and  was  noted  for  his  effective  reading.  Members  and 
strangers  flocked  to  the  Synagogue  to  hear  him,  and  frequently  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  services  hastened  to  congratulate  the  proud 
and  delighted  mother  on  the  great  success  of  her  son.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  Hebrew  inscription  on  the  tombstone  of  the  Rev. 
Simon  Leo : — 

*  "  We  Jews  have  taken  to  organs  and  choirs  and  other  spiritual  excitements, 
and  lost  much  of  that  genuine  piety  that  distinguished  a  former  age."  ["  Nemo," 
28th  October,  1870.] 
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<p  -a 

'-nrv  "i  -ann  p  yiyoip  "i  -arm  d^ion  i^k 
'P'p  Tnw  m;^  'y  'ty  'vn^i^6  icnj  to 
piu  i-n  nbn      bi  i^DTDwy^ 

wmii  Din  *  lnwn  i^sn  i:np  psn  j-iwy1? 
T3j^       imaz/a  by  -hpv  mms  vmrnN 
itt^m  vt  1ST  »a  iy  •  nvbty      anpn  rray 
P^ni  -na  n  'D  'n  ^  ruty  o^attn  warr  in  nan  jrum 
■m  ns  rep/i  H  /up  in  'i  '3  'p  '»  'y  vqy  ^d^i 
Dvnn  tins  f^nnnb  n^sn  nno  bit        wsoi  i/vu 

The  Rev.  Simon  Leo  died  ist  March,  5597  (1837),  aged  75  years. 

Ansell  Leo,  the  son,  officiated  for  some  years  at  St.  Alban's 
Place ;  but,  ceasing  to  be  minister,  he  left  England  in  the  steamship 
Unicorn  for  New  York,  in  March  1846.  A  description  of  the  voyage 
is  contained  in  a  letter  written  by  him  from  that  city  in  June  1846; 
it  was  so  graphic  that  a  portion  of  the  letter  was  printed  in  pamphlet 
form.  He  mentions  his  brother  Abraham,  and  speaks  of  the  friends 
who  were  with  him,  and  bade  him  farewell  at  Liverpool.  On  his 
arrival  in  America  he  had  a  most  cordial  reception,  and  was  Chazan 
for  a  considerable  period.  He  was  a  popular  Reader  in  New  York, 
where  he  died,  in  December,  1878. 

Louis  Leo  was  a  composer,  and  wrote  several  pieces  of  music, 
especially  for  the  inaugural  service  at  the  New  Synagogue ;  also 
the  Western  in  1836.  His  best-known  pieces  are  the  "  Hallelujah 
Chorus,"  sung  in  the  Synagogue,  ''Jerusalem  once  Happy  Home"; 
and  Hebrew  melodies,  comprising  "  To  the  Wars  go  not  forth," 
"Behold,  Thou  art  fair,  Love,"  "The  Dying  Warrior,"  and  others. 
The  list  of  his  compositions  occupies  ten  entries  in  the  Music  Cata- 
logue of  the  British  Museum.  He  also  arranged  various  Hebrew 
melodies  into  part  music.  He  was  a  man  of  refined  taste,  and  a 
skilful  musician.    He  died  on  nth  November,  1876,  in  his  67th  year. 

Abraham  Leo,  after  some  years,  ceased  to  assist  in  the 
Synagogue  service,  and  yielded  to  the  attractions  of  a  mercantile 
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career..  He  died  in  1891,  his  brother  Henry  having  predeceased 
him. 

Two  of  the  daughters  of  the  Rev.  Simon  Leo  lived  to  good 
ages  and  have  passed  away.  Another  daughter  happily  still  lives, 
possessing  a  bright  memory  of  the  early  Synagogue  life,  and  a 
cheerful  recollection  of  the  events  of  those  days.  It  is  to  this 
venerable  lady,  Mrs.  Hart,  only  surviving  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Simon 
Leo,  that  the  present  writer  is  indebted  for  some  of  the  facts  above 
stated. 

The  City  Synagogues  having  flourished,  and  their  congregations 
having  grown  larger  and  richer,  it  was  found  advisable  (says 
Mr.  Picciotto  in  his  "Sketches  of  Anglo-Jewish  History,"  p.  226) 
for  many  Jews  in  trade  to  dwell  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
city ;  "  principally  in  those  districts  where  the  rich,  the  idle,  and 
the  fashionable  meet  and  lounge  and  flirt  together.  These  Jews 
lived  at  a  distance  from  the  City  Synagogues,  and  not  being 
able  to  walk  thither,  and  not  wishing  to  be  excluded  from  the 
religious  services  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed,  they  naturally 
resolved  to  establish  a  place  of  worship  in  their  own  locality.  In 
the  year  1797  a  small  Synagogue  was  fitted  up  in  Denmark  Court, 
Strand.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  congregation  of  the  West- 
minster Jews,  now  in  St.  Alban's  Place.  In  the  above-mentioned  year, 
the  founders  of  the  Westminster  Synagogue  consulted  the  authorities 
of  the  Hambro  Synagogue  on  the  subject,  and  all  the  three  existing 
German  congregations  resolved  to  act  together  in  this  question.  The 
old  communities  raised  no  objection  to  the  formation  of  another  con- 
gregation ;  no  feelings  of  narrow-minded  jealousy  were  awakened  ;  and 
no  laws  of  the  Medes  and  the  Persians  enacted  that  Jews  should 
assemble  to  pray  in  certain  fixed  spots  and  nowhere  else.  In  1798, 
the  City  congregations  entered  into  a  temporary  arrangement  with  the 
new  Westminster  Synagogue  on  a  very  reasonable  basis.  It  was  not 
until  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  that  a  regular  agreement 
was  effected  between  the  Great  Synagogue— on  behalf  of  the  City 
congregations — and  the  Westminster  Synagogue." 
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"In  1808,  a  contract  was  entered  into  between  the  Westminster 
Synagogue,  in  Denmark  Court,  Strand,  and  the  three  German  congre- 
gations in  the  City.  According  to  this  treaty  the  Westminster  Syna- 
gogue was  allowed  to  have  its  separate  existence  and  administration  ; 
and  as  an  adequate  return  for  the  benefits  of  the  protection  of  the 
Great  Synagogue,  each  member  was  to  be  considered  a  member  of 
the  Great  Synagogue,  and  to  pay  annually  a  small  poll-tax  to  the 
parent  congregation."    [Picciotto,  p.  266.] 

The  Synagogue  in  Denmark  Court  existed  from  August  1797  to 
September  1826,  when  the  congregation  removed  to  St.  Alban's  Place, 
St.  James's.  The  name  that  stands  prominently  forward  is  that  of 
Mr.  Myer  Solomon,  who  devoted  his  life  to  the  interest  and  well-being 
of  the  Synagogue.*  There  was  a  grand  Consecration.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  title-page  of  the  Service  :  "Order  of  Service  at  the 
Consecration  of  the  Western  Synagogue  (late  held  in  Denmark  Court, 
Strand,  but  now  removed  to)  St.  Alban's  Place,  St.  James's,  on  the 
7th  (2  1  st)  September,  a.m.  5586  (1826).  The  ode  composed  in  Hebrew, 
and  the  metrical  translation  of  'God  Save  the  King,'  by  Hyman  Hur- 
witz,  Esquire f  ;  the  music  composed,  selected  and  conducted  by  Mr.  M. 
Moss ;  and  the  whole  arranged  and  directed  by  Mr.  Myer  Solomon. 
[Maurice  Solomon,  Printer,  Minories.] "  The  hymn  and  the  prayer 
in  Hebrew  deserve  to  be  better  known. 

The  next  step  was  the  formation  of  laws,  JTOpj"!.  David  Levi 
having  died  on  11th  July,  1801,  the  printer  was  L.  Alexander,  of 
Whitechapel  Road,  and  the  names  of  the  first  Wardens  and  Committee 
are  thus  given  :— 

*  The  statement  that  Mr.  Myer  Solomon  was  the  founder  of  Saint  Alban's 
Place  Synagogue  is  not  precisely  accurate. 

f  Professor  Hyman  Hurwitz  was  born  in  1770.  In  1799  he  opened  an  academy 
at  Highgate  for  Jewish  youth.  In  1806  he  published  a  Hebrew  Grammar;  and  in 
1826,  "Hebrew  Tales,"  being  a  selection  from  the  writings  of  ancient  sages,  a  work 
translated  into  various  languages.  In  May  1821  he  retired  from  the  scholastic 
profession,  and  subsequently  "  was  elevated  to  the  Chair  of  the  Hebrew  Professorship 
in  London  University  College.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  this  high  appointment 
with  great  credit  and  success,"  until  he  died  on  18th  July,  1844. 
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Abraham  ben  Jacob  Abraham  ben  David  Levi 

Avigdor  ben  Uri  Eliokum  ben  Abraham 

Zeib  ben  David  Levi  Nehemiah  ben  Judah 

Moses  Israel  ben  Baruch  Uri  Serug  ben  Eliokum 

Joseph  ben  Benjamin  Levi 
and  at  the  end  are  the  p^fcriN ,  or  "Articles  of  Agreement  between  the 
three  German  Congregations  in  London  with  our  Brethren  of  the  Syna- 
gogue at  Westminster,  established  in  the  year  5568."  What  is  most 
noticeable'is  the  great  anxiety  of  the  framers  for  peace  in  the  congre- 
gation, and  for  the  friendly  and  amicable  settlement  of  any  difference 
that  might  unfortunately  arise.  The  Synagogue  being  opened,  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Simon  Leo  as  Chazan  and  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch  as 
Secretary,  Mr.  Myer  Solomon  is  called  upon  in  1830,  on  the  death  of 
George  IV.,  to  deliver  a  funeral  sermon  at  the  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's 
Place,  on  15th  July,  5590  (r^3°)'  ^  is  "Printed  for  and  sold  by 
Abraham  Kisch,  Secretary  to  the  above  Synagogue.  London:  J. 
Wertheimer,  Printer,  58  Mansell  Street,  Goodman's  Fields,  1830." 
His  introductory  words  were  these  : — 

"  I  feel  deeply  sensible,  and  I  acknowledge  with  great  truth  the 
inability  I  labour  under,  on  one  hand,  to  perform  a  task  so  difficult,  so 
arduous  and  so  solemn ;  on  the  other  hand,  when  I  reflect  what 
powerful  eloquence  and  erudition  are  at  this  moment  using  their  great 
talents  upon  the  same  matter  of  discourse,  and  perhaps  despair  of 
doing  justice  to  so  exalted  a  character,  my  humble  genius  drops  her 
wings,  concious  of  her  inability  to  undertake  so  arduous  a  task.  The 
difficulty  in  which  I  find  myself  involved  is  so  great,  under  my  very 
limited  talents,  that  nothing  could  animate  me  to  proceed  but  this 
reflection,  that  laboured  discourses,  rhetorical  figures,  and  great  efforts 
of  genius  are  not  always  successful ;  in  this  my  difficulty  is  the  more 
alleviated,  as  in  the  following  discourse  I  shall  stand  in  no  need  of  the 
assistance  of  art,  as  Daniel  said,  xi.  2 — '  And  now  I  will  tell  (shew) 
thee  the  truth.' " 

But  differences  arose,  and  some  of  the  members  of  Denmark 
Court  preferred  an  independent  Synagogue.    Accordingly  in  1821  they 
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founded  the  Brewer  Street  Synagogue,  near  Golden  Square,  and 
subsequently  built  the  edifice  in  Maiden  Lane,  Strand,  which  was 
consecrated  on  Friday,  17th  April,  5589  (1829),  the  whole  of  the 
arrangements  being  directed  by  Mr.  Lewis  Harris  and  Mr.  Isaac  Levy. 
A  piece  of  ground  was  also  purchased  for  a  cemetery  in  Bancroft  Road, 
Mile  End,  by  the  Maiden  Lane  Synagogue. 

Mr.  Myer  Solomon  was  C?npn  iwo)  "  Head  of  the  Congregation." 
He  sat  in  the  centre  of  the  Parnassim  Box,  with  the  two  Wardens 
and  the  Treasurer  and  Overseer  on  either  side  of  him.  He  lived  at 
119,  Pall  Mall,  his  house  facing  the  Opera  Arcade.  In  this  house 
he  had  a  Succah,  which  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  members, 
and  the  Synagogue  being  only  two  minutes  walk,  they  gladly  availed 
themselves  of  his  kindness,  and  almost  treated  it  as  the  Synagogue 
Succah.  He  also  had  an  Ascama  (early  service),  the  Sepher  being 
carried  from  the  Synagogue  to  the  house  and  back  again  by  young 
Raphael,  the  son  of  the  Beadle.  Mr.  Myer  Solomon  was  an  active 
friend,  who  assisted  in  finding  the  ways  and  means  for  purchasing  the 
ground  at  Brompton,  and  for  erecting  the  new  Synagogue  building 
in  St.  Alban's  Place.  He  was  also  Mohel.  He  wrote  a  Sepher,  and 
presented  it  to  the  Western  Synagogue,  on  the  condition  that  if  the 
congregation  should  cease  to  exist,  the  Scroll  of  the  Law  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  New  Synagogue  in  Great  St.  Helens.  Mr.  Myer 
Solomon's  portrait  hangs  in  the  Vestry  Room  of  the  Western  Syna- 
gogue in  St.  Alban's  Place. 

In  1839,  Mr.  A.  A.  Lindo  delivered  a  discourse  in  the  Western 
Synagogue  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  Festival  of  Passover,  21st  Nisan, 
5559  (5tn  April,  1839),  the  same  discourse  having  previously  been 
delivered  on  the  first  day  of  the  Festival  at  the  Synagogue  of  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  Jews. 

Solomon  Bennett  was  a  member  of  the  Western  Synagogue  early 
in  the  century,  and  very  active  in  communal  affairs.  He  was. 
however,  looked  upon  rather  as  an  opponent  of  the  Chief  Rabbi, 
Dr.  Hirschell.  He  was  an  engraver,  and  a  prolific  author,  as 
authorship  went  in  1 800-1 S 10.    Besides  the  works  with  which  his 
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name  is  associated,  of  which  a  list  will  be  found  in  the  British 
Museum  Catalogue,  he  translated  the  whole  of  the  Bible  into 
English.*  Specimen  pages  were  published,  and  one  or  two  numbers 
appeared,  but  the  work  was  never  printed.  The  MS.  was  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  which  prepared  the  Revised 
Version,  and  the  family  of  Mr.  Bennett,  in  whose  possession  the  MS. 
remained,  received  from  the  Committee  a  letter  of  thanks  acknow- 
ledging the  value  of  the  translation,  of  which  they  availed  themselves 
in  some  instances.  Solomon  Bennett  was  the  writer  of  two  pamphlets, 
which  are  very  rare  ;  they  are  not  in  the  British  Museum  Collection, 
nor  are  they  mentioned  in  the  Green  Collection  in  Jews'  College. 
Jewish  matters  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  are  very  freely 
discussed,  and  Dr.  Hirschell  and  the  Schechita  arrangements  (among 
other  subjects)  are  the  topics  dealt  with  in  somewhat  powerful  language. 
Solomon  Bennett  died  in  1839,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  Western  Synagogue  at  Brompton.  His  portrait,  engraved  by 
himse'f,  appears  as  a  frontispiece  to  some  of  his  works.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years,  and  is  buried  close  to  the  Mulberry  Tree 
at  Brompton,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  a  subsequent  page. 
Two  of  the  sons,  as  late  as  1849-50,  took  an  interest  in  Jewish 
matters.  A  ball  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Western  Jewish  Free  Schools 
for  Boys  and  Girls  was  held  on  3rd  January,  1850,  and  the  names  of 
two  of  his  sons,  Angelo  Bennett  and  Isaac  Newton  Bennett,  appear  in 
the  Committee  list.  His  son,  Charles  Bennett,  attended  the  Synagogue 
in  St.  Alban's  Place,  and  another  son,  Moses  Bennett,  also  attended, 
though  not  so  frequently  in  later  years  ;  but  he  contributed  to  the 
support  of  Jewish  charities,  and  he  never  refused  an  appeal  for  help. 

*  In  the  copy  of  the  "  Specimen  of  a  New  Version  of  the  Hebrew  Bible,"  1836, 
in  the  British  Museum,  there  is  pinned  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Sussex  from  Solomon 
Bennett,  in  his  own  handwriting,  dated  22nd  February,  1837.  Amongst  the  sub- 
scribers are  Z.  A.  Jessel,  Myer  Solomon,  J.  G.  Hodges,  T.  Oxford.  In  the  Preface 
he  speaks  of  his  "first  emigration  into  this  country  ;"  states  that  he  was  "  occupied 
in  different  branches  of  the  art  of  engraving  ;"  and  that  "  eight  years  ago  I  lost  a 
portion  of  my  sight."  He  also  complains  of  the  Jews  of  England;  "  with  whom  all 
Rabbinical  learning  is  a  mere  dream." 
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The  lease  of  the  premises  in  Denmark  Court  having  expired, 
the  present  "  sacred  edifice  in  St.  Alban's  Place  was  consecrated 
for  Divine  Service  on  Thursday,  5th  Elul,  5586,"  corresponding  to 
7th  September,  1826  (a  MS.  note  in  the  Order  of  Service  says  it 
was  21st  September,  19th  Elul).  The  Synagogue  having  been 
opened  in  1826,  the  Committee  requested  Mr.  Myer  Solomon, 
Mr.  S.  K.  Salaman,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Durlacher,  in  1 83 1 ,  to  prepare 
a  revised  translation  in  English  of  the  Laws  of  the  Congregation. 
On  15th  January,  5592  (1832),  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to 
co-operate  with  the  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Laws. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  : — 

Messrs.  Charles  Davis,  Messrs.  Philip  Phillips, 

John  Isaac,  John  Salmon, 

Nathan  Lewis,  Israel  Solomon, 

Emanuel  Manly,  David  Solome. 

Moses  Myers. 

Several  meetings  were  held,  and  on  7th  August,  1832,  proclama- 
tion was  made  in  the  Synagogue  that  the  Laws  were  completed  ; 
and  on  30th  September,  1833  (5593),  it  was  resolved  that  the  Laws 
be  printed  and  distributed  to  all  the  members. 

The  Committee  of  the  Saint  Alban's  Place  Synagogue,  in  1833, 
was  constituted  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Myer  Solomon, 
,,    S.  K.  Salaman, 

Mr.  Hyman  Collins, 

Mr.  John  Hart, 

Mr.  Moses  Davis, 
,.    John  Davis, 

Lewis  Durlacher, 
,,    Daniel  Rees, 
,,    Henry  Solomon, 


Wardens. 

Treasurer. 
Overseer. 


Five  Directors. 
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Mr.  Moses  Davis, 

,,  David  Davis, 

,,  Joel  Davis, 

,,  Hyam  Israel, 

,,  Samuel  Raphael, 

,,  Moses  Solomon, 

,,  Morris  Solomon, 

Mi 


Committee  of  Seven. 


Past  Wardens. 


"This  Congregation  is  named 


Victor  Abraham, 
,,    Lazarus  Isaacs, 
,,    I.  Isaacs, 
„    L.  Levy, 
,,    Abraham  Rees, 
,,    J.  Simmons, 

The  first  law  reads  as  follows : 
-laDTQBDyrQ  ^Nny  jidjd  Wip  r6np,  The  Western  Synagogue,  Saint 
Alban's  Place,  late  of  Denmark  Court,  established  a.m.  "6pjTii  5534 
(=1774)."  Law  15  (section  8)  provides  for  payment  of  interest  to 
Mr.  Abraham  Rees,  agreeably  to  a  deed  executed  by  the  elders  of  the 
Synagogue,  on  a  sum  of  ^"1000,  "  he  holding  the  same  as  a  rent-charge 
on  the  burial-ground."  Provision  was  also  made  for  the  payment  half- 
yearly  of  further  sums  of  money,  agreeably  to  a  bond  granted  to 
Mr.  Abraham  Rees,  "  for  the  sum  of  ^1500  (at  5  per  cent)  advanced 
by  him  towards  building  the  Synagogue."  The  price  of  seats  ranged 
from  First  Class  £3  35.  per  annum,  to  Fifth  Class,  £1  is.  per  annum. 
Ladies  seats,  First  Class,  £\  \s.  per  annum,  to  Third  Class,  $s.  per 
annum.  Having  regard  to  what  occurred  in  1840-4  r,  the  following 
rule  (lxiii.)  will  be  read  with  interest:  "Proclamations  sent  by  the 
Chief  Rabbi  to  this  Congregation  shall  be  read  as  transmitted;  all  other 
proclamations  shall  be  declared  in  the  Hebrew  or  English  language 
according  to  circumstances,  and  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  President 
before  they  can  be  read  or  posted  at  the  doors  of  the  Synagogue,  and 
must  also  be  signed  by  the  parties  by  whom  sent,  or  their  secretary." 
Mr.  G.  P.  Beyfus  delivered  lectures  in  the  Western  Synagogue  in 
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1833.*  1°  1S34.  Mr.  D.  W.  Marks  went  to  Liverpool,  where  he  met 
Mr.  John  Simon.  Those  gentlemen,  with  others,  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  mode  of  conducting  public  worship  among  the  Jews.  The  Reform 
agitation  ended,  or  rather  commenced,  by  the  issue  of  a  "  Caution  to 
all  who  bear  the  name  of  Israel,  from  the  Chief  Rabbi  and  the  Beth 
Din  of  the  several  Congregations  of  Great  Britain,"  dated  from  London, 
9th  Chesvan,  5602  (1842),  and  a  "Declaration"  dated  from  23,  Bury 
Court,  24th  Elul,  5601  (1841).  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  publicly 
in  all  the  Congregations.  The  Western  Synagogue  refused  to  have  it 
read,  and  it  never  has  been  read  in  that  Synagogue.  This  conduct, 
naturally,  caused  much  commotion  in  the  Jewish  community,  and 
induced  the  belief  that  the  Western  Synagogue  was  going  over  to  the 
Reformers.  It  undoubtedly  lent  itself  to  the  movement,  for  the  Jews 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Alban's  Place  desired  reform  of 
some  kind. 

When  the  Synagogue  was  opened  in  Saint  Alban's  Place,  besides 
the  members  of  the  Leo  family,  others  assisted  in  the  reading  of  the 
prayers.  Mr.  H.  N.  Solomon,  when  a  young  man,  frequently  read 
portions  of  the  service  at  Denmark  Court  and  Saint  Alban's  Place. 
Living  at  Hammersmith  (1826- .1832),  he  walked  on  Saturdays  to  the 
Synagogue,  where  he  officiated.  Previous  to  this,  as  early  as  1822,  he 
had,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr.  Hirschell,  delivered 
sermons  in  English  at  the  Great  Synagogue.  When  he  removed  from 
Hammersmith  to  London  he  frequently  read  the  prayers,  and  for  some 
years,  on  the  Day  of  Atonement,  read  the  Mincha  Service,  Mr.  Victor 
Abraham  reading  nbyi  (neilah).  Mr.  H.  N.  Solomon  delivered 
lectures  in  the  Saint  Alban's  as  well  as  the  Great  and  New  Syna- 
gogues. His  services  were  given  from  time  to  time  between  1826  and 
1838  to  the  Western  Synagogue,  at  which  latter  date  he  removed  to 
Edmonton,  and  there  in  his  own  Synagogue  read  the  Torah  and 
subsequently  explained  it.  He  attended  the  Western  Synagogue  on 
Saturday,  13th  October,  1S60,  when  he  read  the  Haphtorah,  that 

*  Letter  signed  Philip  Beyfus  in  Jewish  Chronicle,  4th  November,  1870. 
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being,  it  is  believed,  his  last  visit  to  the  Synagogue.  He  was  born  in 
London  on  the  1 8th  Tebeth,  5556  (1796).  His  father  was  Moses 
Eliezer  Solomon,  "nybs  ntya  '") ;  and  all  his  life  he  took  active  interest 
in  Jewish  institutions.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jews' 
Free  School,  181 7,  and  its  first  head-master,  ceasing  to  occupy  that 
position  in  T822.  He  took  part  in  the  preparation  of  the  "  Free 
School"  Prayer-Book,  the  first  edition  by  Joshua  van  Oven  being 
published  in  1822,  and  it  was  not  until  the  6th  edition  appeared,  in  1854, 
that  the  name  of  H.  N.  Solomon  appeared  on  the  title-page.  This, 
however,  is  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  to  write  the  life  of  Henry 
Naphtali  Solomon  of  Edmonton  ;  the  appreciation  of  his  services  to 
the  Jewish  community,  and  his  influence  on  his  contemporaries  and 
their  successors,  must  be  left  to  some  other  pen.  The  present  writer 
can  only  here  repeat  his  own  name-verse  from  the  pupil  to  the  teacher, 
TOTO1?  T)hn  TOT  ^Ji"?'^ ,  "Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a 
light  unto  my  path  "  (Psalm  cxix.  105). 

"  From  1823  to  1834,  sermons  were  occasionally  delivered  in 
London  by  Dr.  Joshua  van  Oven,  my  venerable  relative  Mr.  H.  N. 
Solomon  of  Edmonton,  Rev.  David  de  Sola,  Rev.  David  Meldola, 
Arthur  Lumley  Davids,  and  others."  [Rev.  M.  N.  Nathan  in  the 
Jevoish  World,  31st  October,  1879.] 

"Between  1832  and  1834,  Mr.  Henry  Solomon  of  Edmonton 
delivered  English  sermons  in  the  Great  Synagogue."  [Sir  John  Simon 
in  the  Jewish  World,  24th  October,  1879.] 

Mr.  Solomon  died  on  Saturday,  12th  November,  1881. 

At  this  time  (1830)  there  were  demands  in  the  community  for 
improved  services,  greater  decorum,  better  mode  of  worship,  and  what 
(for  want  of  a  more  appropriate  word)  was  described  as  "  Reform  "  ; 
accordingly,  in  London,  Liverpool,  and  other  large  towns,  especially 
among  educated  and  enlightened  Jews,  there  was  what  would  nowadays 
be  described  as  a  great  agitation.  Professor  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Marks 
read  the  Torah  and  occasionally  a  service  in  the  St.  Alban's  Place 
Synagogue,  from  the  spring  of  1832  until  January  1834,  when  he  was 
called  to  Liverpool.    And  in  London,  when  the  Burton  Street  Reform 
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Synagogue  was  opened — Thursday,  27th  January,  1842 — the  Western 
inclined  towards  it,  and  its  sympathies  were  with  the  Reformers. 

When  the  Cherem,  or  excommunication,  in  other  words  "The 
Caution  and  Declaration,"  was  ordered  to  be  proclaimed  on  Saturday, 
22nd  January,  1842,  in  all  the  Synagogues,  the  Western,  as  already 
mentioned,  refused  to  allow  it  to  be  read  and  declined  to  recognize  it  ; 
and  it  has  never  been  read  or  acknowledged  in  that  Synagogue.* 
Later  on,  in  the  year  1870,  when  the  Western  was  re-opened  after  being 
repaired,  and  a  Consecration  Service  was  held,  Professor  Marks,  the 
head  of  the  Reform  Synagogue,  was  present,  and  walked  in  the  pro- 
cession. But  when,  in  1883,  it  was  announced  that  Professor  Marks 
would  preach  in  the  Western  Synagogue,  the  ecclesiastical  authorities, 
in  a  letter  dated  14th  November,  1883,  prohibited  the  Committee  from 
allowing  the  reverend  gentleman  to  preach  there. 

Mr.  Victor  Abraham  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Synagogue.  He  held  various  offices.  His  name  appears  as  Trustee 
for  the  Synagogue  and  the  Burial-ground.  He  was  Warden  ;  he  read 
some  of  the  services  ;  he  actively  promoted  improvements  in  the  mode 
of  worship  ;  he  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Vestry  ;  and  it  was  in  his 
house  in  Lisle  Street  that  members  of  the  congregation  met  to  discuss 
the  various  matters  affecting  the  Synagogue.  Associated  with  the 
leading  men  of  the  dav,  his  influence  was  largely  felt ;  and  to  him, 
together  with  other  gentlemen,  is  due  the  position  which,  during  his 
valuable  and  useful  life,  the  Western  Synagogue  occupied.  He  was 
most  anxious  that  moderate  improvements  should  be  introduced  and 
carried  into  effect  through  the  medium  of  that  Synagogue  ;  and  had  his 
advice  been  followed,  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  distinguished  gentleman 
the  late  Rev.  Aaron  Levy  Green  (Minister  of  the  Portland  Street 
Synagogue),  and  many  others,  that  there  never  would  have  been  a 
separate  Reform  Congregation.  Mr.  Victor  Abraham  for  many  years 
read  the  Neilah  service  ;  his  pathetic  rendering  of  that  prayer  is  still 
remembered  by  those  now  living  who  were  privileged  to  hear  it.  He 

*  On  the  question  of  the  Cherem  and  "  Repeal  of  an  Obnoxious  Law,"  see  the  Jewish 
Chronicle,  28th  January,  25th  February,  1848,  26th  January,  1849,  June  and  July,  1887. 
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died  in  April,  1848,  leaving  the  worthy  inheritance  of  a  good  name. 
His  son,  Mr.  S.  V.  Abraham,  has  ever  since  been,  and  happily  still  is, 
associated  with  the  Synagogue. 

On  Sabbath  Beshalach  (22nd  January,  1842)  the  Secretaries  of  the 
principal  Metropolitan  Synagogues  proclaimed  from  their  respective 
reading-desks  a  declaration  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  lay  authorities 
drawn  up  in  September,  1841.   The  following  is  the  proclamation  made 
in  the  congregation  of  Sephardim:  "  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Mahamad, 
with  deep  regret,  publish  to  the  Congregation  a  '  Declaration '  signed 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Authorities  of  our  nation  in  this  country,  which 
has  been  forwarded  to  them  for  publication.    The  Mahamad  at  the 
same  time,  having  received  information  that  a  place  of  worship  is  about 
to  be  opened  by  persons  calling  themselves  British  Jews,  wherein  a 
ritual  is  to  be  observed  which  has  been  proscribed  by  authority,  the 
Mahamad  caution  every  true  Israelite  from  attending  any  such  place  of 
worship,  or  sanctioning  or  countenancing  in  any  way  such  establish- 
ment."   The  following  is  a  copy  of  Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Wardens  and  Honorary  Officers  of  the  several  Metro- 
politan Synagogues,  and  of  the  Members  of  the  London  Committee  of 
Deputies  of  the  British  Jews  and  others,  held  at  the  residence  of  the 
Chief  Rabbi,  the  Rev.  Solomon  Hirschell,  23,  Bury  Street,  St.  Mary 
Axe,  on  Thursday  evening,  24th  Elul,  5601  (September  9th,  1841)  ; 
Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  Bart.,  F.R.S.,  in  the  Chair:  "That  the  Declara- 
tion signed  by  the  Rev.  Solomon  Hirschell,  and  the  members  of  the 
Beth  Din,  be  received  and  adopted  by  this  Meeting.    That  the  Chair- 
man be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  Chief  Rabbi's  Declaration, 
and  the  accompanying  certificate  of  the  Beth  Din,  to  the  Wardens  of 
the  several  Synagogues  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies,  at 
such  time  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

"  Declaration. 

"  23,  Bury  Street,  24th  Elul,  5601  a.m. 

"  Information  having  reached  me  from  which  it  appears  that  certain 
persons,  calling  themselves  British  Jews  publicly  and  in  their  published 
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Book  of  Prayer,  reject  the  Oral  Law,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  declare 
that,  according  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  held  sacred  by  the  whole 
House  of  Israel,  any  person  or  persons  publicly  declaring  that  he  or 
they  reject  and  do  not  believe  in  the  authority  of  the  Oral  Law, 
cannot  be  permitted  to  have  any  communion  with  us  Israelites  in 
any  religious  rite  or  sacred  act.  I  therefore  earnestly  entreat  and 
exhort  all  God-fearing  Jews,  especially  parents,  to  caution  and  instruct 
all  persons  belonging  to  our  Faith  that  they  be  careful  to  attend  to 
this  Declaration,  and  that  they  be  not  induced  to  depart  from  our 
Holy  Laws.  S.  Hirschell,  Chief  Rabbi. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  fully  concurring  in  the  foregoing  doctrines 
as  set  forth  by  the  Reverend  Solomon  Hirschell,  certify  such  our  con- 
currence under  our  hands  this  twenty-fourth  of  Elul,  5601,  a.m. 

"  David  Meldola.         A,  Levy. 
A.  Haliva.  A.  L.  Barnet. 

J.  Levy. 

"  The  promulgation  of  the  above  Declaration  has  been  delayed  in 
the  hope  that  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  to  give  it  publicity ; 
circumstances,  however,  now  require  that  it  should  no  longer  be  withheld 
from  the  community.    9th  Sebat,  5602  (1842)." 

A  very  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Synagogue  was 
Mr.  Abraham  Richard  Jacobs.  He  was  on  the  Committee  in  1841  ; 
and  at  the  meeting  held  to  consider  the  excommunication  he  rose 
and  exclaimed  that  if  the  Cherem  were  read  he  would  leave  the 
Synagogue.  This  had  a  great  effect  on  those  present,  and  was  an 
element  in  determining  the  course  that  was  ultimately  taken.  Mr. 
Abraham  Richard  Jacobs  was  a  Commissioner  of  the  Court  of 
Requests,  and  adjudicated  upon  claims.*    He  was  also  one  of  the 

*  Courts  of  Requests,  or  Courts  of  Conscience,  were  tribunals  for  recovery  of 
small  debts,  constituted  by  Acts  of  Parliament  in  the  City  of  London  and  other 
towns.  They  were  constituted  by  a  statute  of  Henry  VII.  in  1493,  and  re-organized 
by  statute  9  Henry  VIII.,  151 7.  Their  jurisdiction  in  London  reached  to  £$,  and 
to  40/-  in  other  towns.  The  Courts  of  Requests,  or  Courts  of  Conscience,  were 
superseded  by  the  County  Courts.    [  Wharton's  Lexicon,  and  Haydn's  Dictionary.'] 
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original  promoters  of  the  Western  Jewish  Free  School.  He 
held  office  as  Warden  in  the  Synagogue,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  its  affairs.  He  died  in  1847.  His  son,  Mr.  Lewis  Jacobs, 
continued  to  associate  himself  with  the  Synagogue.  In  [866  he 
was  one  of  the  Executive  officers,  and  succeeded  Mr.  Lewis 
H.  Braham  as  Treasurer,  which  office  he  held  until  the  year 
1872-3,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  E.  Oppenheim  in  the  office 
of  Treasurer.  Mr.  Lewis  Jacobs  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
Synagogue  affairs  and  supported  all  proposals  for  improving  the 
mode  of  worship. 

The  Chief  Rabbi,  the  Rev.  Solomon  Hirschell,  died  on  31st 
October,  1842.  On  the  1st  December,  1844,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nathan 
Marcus  Adler  was  elected  Chief  Rabbi.  He  received  121  votes, 
Dr.  Hirschfeld  13,  and  Rabbi  Hirsch  2.  Of  the  five  Synagogues 
then  existing  in  London  that  had  votes,  the  Western,  St.  Alban's 
Place,  was  the  only  one  that  voted  for  Dr.  Hirschfeld.  Of  those  out 
of  London,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Portsmouth,  Chatham  and  Glasgow 
(old)  also  voted  for  Dr.  Hirschfeld.  Birmingham,  Bristol  and  New- 
castle declined  to  vote. 

The  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr.  N.  M.  Adler,  on  23rd  August,  1845,  paid 
his  first  visit  to  this  Synagogue.  There  were  present  Sir  Moses 
Montefiore,  Baron  Rothschild,  the  Dayanim,  and  others  ;  large 
offerings  were  made,  and  in  addition  a  special  donation  from  Sir 
M.  Montefiore  for  the  repairs  of  the  Synagogue. 

The  Chief  Rabbi  preached  a  sermon  in  German  from  the  text 
"And  now,  O  Israel,  what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee, 
but  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love 
him,  and  to  serve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul."  (Deut.  x.  12.)  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  the 
Chief  Rabbi  and  the  visitors  (we  are  told)  "  were  escorted  to  the 
Vestry  Room,  where  a  slight  refreshment  had  been  provided,"  and 
the  following  address  presented  to  the  Chief  Rabbi  by  the  Wardens, 
Messrs.  Victor  Abraham,  S.  K.  Salaman,  and  J.  Salmon,  on  behalf 
of  the  congregation  generally  : — 

e  2 


28 


THE   WESTERN  SYNAGOGUE 


"Western  Synagogue,  2  ^rd  August,  1845* 

"  To  the  Rev.  Nathan  Marcus  Adler,  Chief  Rabbi  of  the  English 
Jews,  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  the  Western  Synagogue: 

5605  7i*7;j  *7rTN   ittfi  *n*i  fuwa  dtoq       '3  wip  jw  ova 

(Ezekiel  xvii.  7). 

"  Honoured  and  Reverend  Sir, 

"The  Committee  of  the  Western  Synagogue,  on  the  part 
of  themselves  and  their  congregation,  respectfully  address  you  with 
a  voice  of  'rejoicing  to  welcome  you  on  this  your  first  visit  to  their 
House  of  Prayer. 

"  This  community  is  deeply  attached  to  the  worship  of  their 
forefathers,  and  necessarily  anxious  for  all  that  may  contribute  to 
their  religious  knowledge,  and  the  moral  advancement  of  themselves 
and  their  rising  generation. 

"  It  was,  therefore,  with  feelings  of  heartfelt  exultation,  and  of 
thankfulness  to  the  Supreme,  that  they  heard  of  the  election  of  a 
successor  to  their  late  reverend  Chief  Rabbi  in  the  person  of  one 
so  eminently  qualified  as  yourself  '  to  guide  them  in  the  paths  they 
should  go.' 

"  While  at  all  times  they  will  cheerfully  obey  the  dictates  you 
may  promulgate,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  precepts  you  may 
inculcate,  it  is  the  earnest  hope  of  this  community  that  they  may,  at 
occasional  opportunities,  be  gratified  by  personally  hearing  you 
deliver,  in  this  sacred  edifice,  those  lessons  of  morality  and  wisdom 
which  they  will  inscribe  on  the  tablets  of  their  hearts,  as  their  sure 
guide  to  earthly  comfort  and  eternal  happiness. 

"  May  you,  Reverend  Sir,  through  a  long  succession  of  years  enjoy 
your  holy  ministry.  May  the  congregations  yrtba  "fl  ~\b  yu  IttrN 
(Deut.  xxvi.  11)  'which  the  Lord  thy  God  has  given  thee,'  be  a  source 
of  endless  gratification  to  you,  guiding  themselves  by  your  counsel, 
and  walking  in  your  paths. 

"  That  the  Omnipotent  may  vouchsafe  to  you,  our  Reverend 
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Pastor,  this  in  conjunction  with  other  blessings  is  the  sincere  prayer  of 
this  congregation  and  of  all  the  House  of  Israel. 

"  (Signed)  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

"  Victor  Abraham,  Chairman." 

The  Chief  Rabbi  replied  : — 

"  I  am  much  gratified  in  receiving  this  address,  which  gives  me 
great  pleasure.  Although  I  am  separated  by  some  distance  from  this 
part  of  my  flock,  it  will  afford  me  great  satisfaction  to  come  among 
you  from  time  to  time,  and  to  address  you  affectionately.  I  am  much 
pleased  at  my  reception,  and  I  pray  the  Almighty  will  bless  you  all." 

An  important  meeting  was  held  at  the  Western  Synagogue  on 
Sunday,  the  19th  December,  1841.  The  Voice  of  Jacob  said:  "At  the 
polite  invitation  of  the  Wardens  we  attended  this  interesting  meeting 
on  Sunday  morning  last  (19th  December,  1841)  in  our  editorial  capacity. 
We  hail  with  satisfaction  this  recognition  of  the  uses  of  a  Jewish  Press, 
and  find  some  return  for  the  labour  and  loss  which  it  has  cost  us  to 
establish  it  in  the  analogous  proofs  which  are  rapidly  developing 
themselves,  that  administrative  bodies  are  entertaining  a  wholesome 
deference  for  public  opinion.  Some  remarks  in  course  of  the  discussion 
at  the  meeting  illustrated  this  deference  most  appositely  ;  we  have  not 
reported  them,  because  they  involve  personal  compliments  which  it 
does  not  become  us  to  promulgate.  J.  Salmon,  Esq.  took  the  Chair, 
supported  by  Messrs.  S.  K.  Salaman  and  Defries  (Mr.  S.  A.  Hart,  R.A., 
the  other  honorary  officer,  being  at  date  of  last  advices  in  Florence).* 
We  understand  that  Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  F.R.S.,  David  Salomons, 
Esq.,  and  others  had  signified  their  regret  at  their  inability  to  attend  ; 
but  the  room  was  still  filled  with  a  large  and  respectable  assemblage 
of  the  members  of  this  Synagogue.    Mr.  Charles  Salaman,  one  of 

*  Mr.  S.  A.  Hart  in  his  Autobiography  writes  :  "The  Duke  of  Sussex  advised 
me  to  travel  .  .  .  obtained  for  me  letters  of  introduction,  and  furnished  me  with  some 
himself.  I  crossed  the  Channel  on  1st  September,  1841  "  (p.  15),  "  and  returned  to 
London  in  1842  "  (p.  129).  "  Reminiscences  of  S.  A.  Hart."  Edited  by  Alexander 
Brodie,  London,  1882.    (Printed  for  private  circulation.) 
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the  Committee,  having  been  called  upon  by  the  Chairman,  read  a  most 
powerful  and  argumentative  address  upon  the  defects  which  have  crept 
into  the  conduct  of  divine  service,  and  propounded  his  views  of  the 
befitting  remedy.    He  was  listened  to  with  profound  attention,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  eloquent  appeal  he  was  warmly  cheered.  We 
regret  our  inability  to  give  even  an  epitome  of  this  address,  which  by 
the  friendly  courtesy  of  its  author  is  now  before  us  ;    mere  extracts, 
indeed,  would  fail  to  do  it  justice  ;  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that, 
yielding  to  the  wishes  of  his  auditors,  Mr.  Salaman  has  consented  to 
the  printing  of  the  whole  for  private  circulation.    It  will  doubtless  be 
useful  in  other  congregations  in  which  the  germ  of  healthy  progress  is 
beginning  to  manifest  itself.    We  shall  probably  employ  the  same 
opportunity  to  append  a  detailed  report  of  the  discussion  which  ensued, 
contenting  ourselves  meanwhile  with  a  cursory  summary  of  what  tran- 
spired.   Two  expressions  of  the  address  we  extract  for  such  of  our 
more  distant  readers  as  may  not  obtain  the  full  copy.     It  declared  the 
design  not  to  be  '  for  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  any  one  of  our 
ancient  and  religious  institutions,  or  of  any  religious  or  devotional 
custom';  and  that  'there  is  a  great  desire  for  religious  instruction  on 
the  part  of  the  younger  branches  of  our  community:   there  are  those 
who  deem  it  of  essential  importance  to  be  convinced  of  the  immutable 
truth  of  our  holy  religion,  and  who  are  not  satisfied  to  follow  it  merely 
because  they  are  born  in  it.'    As  a  proof  of  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  meeting  with  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Salaman's  address,  the 
unusual  compliment  was  paid  of  a  vote  for  placing  it  upon  the  minutes. 
Mr.  Russell  made  some  observations  upon  the  financial  bearing  of 
the  proposed  reforms,  and  approved  of  the  assessment  system  which 
the  address  recommended.    Mr.  Aaron  Asher  Goldsmid  agreed  that 
decorum  was  not  to  be  maintained  by  compulsory  enactments  ;  he 
urged  the  omission  of  the  interpolated  pieces  of  Piyutim,  already 
condemned  by  orthodox  opinions  ;  he  raised  the  question  of  the  fit 
period  during  which  the  mind  could  be  fixed  on  devotional  objects,  so 
far  as  that  question  bore  upon  the  present  duration  of  the  services  ;  and 
assured  the  Committee  that  he  would  willingly  accept  all  the  improve- 
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ments  they  would  be  disposed  to  grant.  Mr.  Victor  Abraham  was 
satisfied  that  all  the  reform  proposed  could  be  effected  without  any  cur- 
tailment of  the  prayers  ;  and  that  all  the  abuses  of  which  Mr.  Salaman 
complained  were  not  inherent  in,  but  had  crept  into  the  service. 
He  congratulated  the  Jews  on  the  pious  zeal  which  was  animating  the 
younger  members  for  the  improvement  of  our  devotional  exercises. 
He  called  upon  Mr.  A.  A.  Goldsmid  for  an  explanation  of  his  views 
on  the  abridgment  of  the  service,  which  that  gentleman  gave ;  they 
were  substantially  as  reported  above.  Mr.  Defries,  Mr.  J.  W.  Solo- 
mon, and  Mr.  Aarons  expressed  their  anxiety  lest  it  might  be  inferred 
that  this  congregation  aimed  at  unauthorised  infringements  upon  the 
liturgy,  or  entertained  any  sympathy  with  what  had  been  attempted  in 
that  way  elsewhere.  Mr.  Durlacher  and  Mr.  Davis  expressed  their 
wishes  that  some  portion  of  the  service  could  be  performed  in  the 
English  language,  and  more  attention  paid  to  the  religious  instruction 
of  the  young.  Mr.  Philip  J.  Salamons  declared  emphatically  that  he 
would  not  submit  to  any  infringement  or  abridgment  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Chief  Rabbi  or  similar  competent  authority.  The 
Chairman  assured  the  meeting  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  appre- 
hension on  that  score.  Mr.  Johnson  spoke  at  some  length  on  the 
importance  of  the  salutary  measures  contemplated  ;  he  thought  the 
principal  evil  had  been  overlooked,  the  absence  of  an  efficient  minister. 
He  declared  that  the  standard  of  qualifications  for  a  minister  ought  to 
be  raised,  and  that  he  would  never  consent  to  an  election  which  did 
not  afford  a  fair  promise  of  religious  instruction.  Mr.  Abraham,  Jun., 
Mr.  Jno.  Dyte,  Mr.  Aaron  Goldsmid,  and  others  took  part  in  the 
succeeding  discussion,  which  was  chiefly  upon  the  arrangement  of  the 
resolutions  appended  to  Mr.  Salaman's  address  :  two  of  these  were 
ultimately  adopted.  They  recognised  the  necessity  of  reforms,  and  a 
sub-committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  subject,  and  devise  a 
befitting  remedy,  to  be  submitted  in  due  course  to  the  general  meeting. 
After  thanks  to  the  Chairman  for  his  able  and  impartial  services,  the 
meeting  adjourned." 

Some  of  the  reforms  recommended  were  a  general  assessment  in 
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place  of  the  Me-shebirocbs,  the  abolition  of  the  present  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  Mitzvous,  the  discontinuance  of  loud  ejaculations,  and 
of  all  music  (even  chanting)  connected  with  prayer,  properly  so-called, 
in  the  Synagogue  service ;  alterations  in  the  manner  and  time  of 
assembling  and  dispersing  ;  a  change  in  the  order  of  the  burial 
service,  &c. 

The  address  of  Mr.  Charles  Salaman  was  printed  by  request. 
Its  title  was  "An  Address  to  the  Congregation  of  the  Western  Syna- 
gogue by  a  Member  of  the  Committee.  Delivered  at  a  Special  General 
Meeting  at  the  Synagogue  Chambers  on  Sunday  morning,  December 
19th,  1 84 1.  Printed  for  private  circulation  at  the  request  of  the 
writer's  friends.  London  :  Printed  by  J.  M.Johnson,  io,  Castle  Street, 
Holborn,  1842." 

Mr.  Charles  Salaman,  in  his  address,  began  by  claiming  indulgence, 
as  that  was  the  first  occasion  of  his  addressing  a  public  meeting.  His 
object,  he  said,  was  to  expose  errors  and  abuses,  and  to  combat  evils 
and  mischiefs.  "  There  is  a  gentleman  at  this  Board,  nearly  related  to 
me,  who  has  for  several  years  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  this  congregation,  and  it  is  certainly  not  inconsistent  that  a 
scion  of  his  house  should  follow  in  his  path."  He  called  attention  to 
the  abuses  that  existed  in  the  Synagogue  :  absence  of  devotional 
feeling  and  decorum,  apathy,  inattention,  and  a  want  of  spiritual  and 
holy  worship,  and  the  objectionable  scenes  and  performances  on  Purim 
and  Simchas  Torah.  Members  entered  the  Synagogue  at  any  hour 
when  it  best  suited  them,  "  as  they  would  a  place  of  amusement," 
instead  of  assembling  together  in  silence  at  the  commencement  of  the 
service  ;  they  left  the  Synagogue  in  an  unbecoming  and  irreverent 
manner  long  before  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  causing  the  greatest 
confusion  and  disorder.  Conversation  upon  ordinary  topics  is  carried 
on  during  the  service,  friends  and  acquaintances  leave  their  seats  to 
exchange  the  compliments  of  the  day  ;  levity  of  manner,  laughter, 
promenading  "as  in  an  exchange  for  merchants,"  take  precedence  of 
that  serious  attention  and  those  devotional  feelings  which  befit  the 
house  of  worship.     He  protested  against  the  recital  of  donations 
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as  a  memorial  for  departed  souls  during  the  service — "a  proceeding 
that  obliges  those  who  are  still  blessed  with  parents  to  leave  their  seats 
and  wander  about  the  passages,  the  staircases  or  the  street ;  while  the 
younger  branches  of  the  community  are  amusing  themselves  by  sliding 
down  the  balustrades,"  and  creating  a  great  noise.    He  further  called 
attention  to  the  irregular  and  noisy  manner  in  which  the  responses  were 
tittered.    He  admitted  there  had  been  an  improvement  since'the  choir 
was  established,  but  the  prayers  were  hurried  over,  "  sung  to  the 
gayest  and  most  frivolous  music  rather  befitting  the  jovial  board."  So 
again  the  Shemonah  Esra  and  other  holy  prayers  were  said  in  a  tone 
of  voice  most  undevotional.    For  these  evils  and  others  what  was  the 
remedy  ?  The  abolition  of  offerings  and  the  sale  of  Mitzvos.  Offerings 
should  be  made  only  "  three  times  a  year " — Passover,  Pentecost, 
Tabernacle  (Deut.  xvi.  16,  17,  Exodus  xxv.  2,  3),  and  announced  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  service.    There  should  also  be  a  new  plan  for 
assessment  upon  the  seats,  and  the  arrangement  should  be  so  adjusted 
as  to  avoid  "  offence,  disappointment,  jealously,  or  mortification  to  any- 
one."   The  regulations  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  the  conduct  of 
funerals  required  improvement,  and  a  modification  in  the  performance 
of  the  burial  service  was  urgently  called  for.    "  In  conclusion,"  said 
Mr.  Salaman,  "  I  entreat  you  to  remember  that  we  are  living  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  in  England — the  most  civilised  and  enlightened 
kingdom  in  the  world.  . . .  All  must  confess  that  our  service  is  cold  and 
mechanical ;  that  it  affects  neither  our  hearts  nor  our  heads  ;   that  it 
excites  no  divine  emotions ;  that  it  calls  forth  no  desire  to  be  more 
devoted  to  God.    All  must  acknowledge  that,  by  the  majority,  it  is 
listened  to  with  the  utmost  indifference.  ...  It  should  be  solemnly  per- 
formed ;  its  attendant  ceremonies  observed  with  the  nicest  order  and 
regularity ;  our  prayers  and  addresses  should  be  delivered  in  a  pious 
strain ;    our  sublime  hymns  and  psalms  chanted  in  a  solemn  tone  ; 
music  of  a  sacred  character  only  should  be  introduced  into  our  service ; 
and  our  worship  proceed  without  confusion  or  interruption  from  any 
extrinsic  causes,  free  from  irrelevant  and  incongruous  customs." 

The  resolutions  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  various 

F 


34 


THE   WESTERN  SYNAGOGUE 


matters  referred  to  in  the  address  were  carried  unanimously,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the  Committee. 
Ex-ofhcio  members  : — 


Mr.  John  Salmon, 
,,    S.  K.  Salaman, 


Wardens. 


Mr.  N.  Defries,  Overseer. 
Mr.  B.  Solomons,  Treasurer. 


Mr.  Charles  Salaman. 
Aaron  Goldsmid. 
Victor  Abraham. 
B.  Aarons. 
J.  W.  Solomon. 
Samuel  Solomon. 
Charles  Davis. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Johnson. 
,,   A.  R.  Jacobs. 
„  Dyte. 

,,    Davis  (Woolwich). 

„    Lewis  Marks. 

,,    A.  Abraham,  Junr. 


One  consequence  that  followed  from  the  refusal  to  read  or 
proclaim  the  Cherem,  or  Excommunication,  was  that  members  of  the 
Rothschild,  Goldsmid,  andWaley  families  joined  the  Western  Synagogue. 
Mr.  (afterwards  Sir)  Francis  Goldsmid  delivered  a  discourse  in  the 
Synagogue  on  the  eve  of  one  of  the  Festivals  ;  and  Mr.  Abraham 
Hort  also  lectured  in  the  Synagogue  shortly  before  his  departure 
for  Australia  and  Tasmania  (Van  Dieman's  Land). 

"  Laws  and  Regulations  for  all  the  Synagogues  of  the  Ashkenasim 
in  the  British  Empire  "  is  the  title  of  a  book  issued  22nd  January, 
1847,  by  the  Chief  Rabbi,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Synagogues  under 
his  pastoral  care.    The  book  is  divided  into  five  sections  : — 

1.  Superintendence. 

2.  Rules  affecting  the  outward  decorum  of  the  Synagogue. 

3.  The  Prayers. 

4.  Religious  acts  in  connection  with  the  reading  of  the  Law. 

5.  Casual  solemnities. 

The  sections  contain  forty-two  Laws.    There  is  also  an  appendix 
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containing  a  form  of  prayer  at  the  solemnisation  of  a  marriage.  These 
Laws  were  the  subject  of  discussion  at  the  Vestry  of  the  Great 
Synagogue,  where  all  were  adopted  except  Law  34,  section  4,  and 
Law  39,  section  5.  At  the  New  Synagogue,  after  much  opposition, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  a  sub-committee.  The  Hambro'  Synagogue 
had,  as  yet,  come  to  no  decision.  In  the  Voice  of  Jacob,  12th  February, 
1847,  "The  New  Regulations  for  the  Conduct  of  the  Synagogue" 
were  published,  and  a  letter  appeared  in  the  same  number,  signed 
"  F.  A.  D.,"  in  which  the  writer  objects  to  Rule  37,  which  was  as 
follows  : — 

"  Section  V. 
"  Casual  Solemnities. 

"(37)  Without  the  consent  of  the  Honorary  Officers  and  of  the 
Chief  Rabbi,  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  deliver  a  religious 
discourse  in  the  Synagogue." 

It  was  this  rule  that  was  quoted  in  the  letter  addressed  to  the 
Western  Synagogue,  objecting  to  Professor  D.  W.  Marks  preaching 
there. 

The  Burial-ground  was  situated  at  Queen's  Elm,  Chelsea.  The 
Queen's  Elm  Hotel  is  opposite  to  the  former  entrance  to  the  ground, 
and  close  by  stood  Queen's  Elm  Turnpike.  Strype,  in  his  "  Life  of 
Aylmer,  Bishop  of  London,"  gives  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
relating  to  the  alleged  cutting  down  of  some  elms  at  Fulham,  in  May, 
1579  (see  "Life  of  Aylmer,"  by  John  Strype;  new  edition,  Oxford, 
1821,  pp.  46-47)- 

The  Queen's  Tree,  or  Queen's  Elm,  is  first  mentioned  in  the 
parish  books  in  the  year  1586,  and  it  is  said  traditionally  that  it 
derives  its  name  from  the  following  circumstance.  Queen  Elizabeth 
was  walking  out  with  the  great  Lord  Burleigh  while  on  a  visit  to  him 
at  his  neighbouring  residence,  Brompton  Hall,  and  being  overtaken 
by  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  took  shelter  under  an  elm  tree  growing  on 
this  spot.  After  the  shower  was  over,  Her  Majesty  said :  "  Let  this 
henceforth  be  called  the  Queen's  Tree."    This  tradition  is  confirmed 
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remarkably  from  the  parish  books.  It  appears  by  the  Church  Book 
beginning  1586,  and  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  that  the  tree  at  the  end  of  the  Duke's  Walk  is  in  Chelsea 
Parish,  and  that  there  was  an  arbour  built  round  it  by  one  Bostock, 
at  the  expense  of  the  parish.  Thus  far  the  origin  of  Queen's  Elm.* 
Chelsea  Park  was  part  of  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  and 
is  called  in  old  deeds  the  "  Sandhills";  it  was  originally  open  fields, 
with  a  footpath  across  to  Little  Chelsea.  In  1625  the  whole  was 
enclosed  with  a  brick  wall  by  the  Lord  Treasurer,  Cranfield,  and 
converted  into  a  park  (Earl  Cadogan's  Records),  which  name  it  has 
retained  ever  since  ;  but  the  walls  have  gradually  given  way  to  the 
erection  of  buildings  of  a  very  respectable  and  pleasing  character. 
The  Park  originally  consisted  of  thirty-two  acres,  situated  north  of 
the  King's  Road,  between  Park  Walk  and  Upper  Church  Lane. 
The  situation  of  the  park  and  the  quantity  of  land  is  thus  described 
in  an  indenture  dated  1620,  of  the  sale  by  Mr.  Blake  to  the  Earl  of 
Middlesex:  "All  those  closes  of  pasture  now  divided  into  five, 
ditched,  and  being  known  by  the  name  of  Sandhills,  containing  by 
estimation  32  acres,  abutting  on  the  King's  Highway  from  Chelsea 
to  London  on  the  South,  on  the  lane  leading  from  Chelsea  to  Brompton 
on  the  East,  on  the  highway  leading  from  Fulham  to  London  on  the 
North,  and  on  the  close  called  Brickbarn  Close  on  the  West."  (Earl 
Cadogan's  Records.) 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  is  now  (1897)  m  the  Cemetery  a 
mulberry  tree,  still  yielding  fruit,  and  close  to  the  tree  Mr.  Zadok 
Jessel  is  buried.  He  was  the  father  of  the  late  Sir  George  Jessel, 
who  was  Master  of  the  Rolls  from  30th  August,  1873,  to 
21st  March,  1883,  the  day  of  his  death.  Also  close  to  the  mulberry 
tree  Mrs.  Bennett,  the  widow  of  Solomon  Bennett,  is  buried. 

In  1 72 1  (17  George  I.)  a  patent  was  obtained  for  a  manufactory 
of  raw  silk,  and  this  Park  (Chelsea  Park)  was  taken  for  the  purpose 

*  Faulkner's  "Chelsea,"  vol.  i.,  p.  151.  Queen's  Elm  is  distinctly  shown  in 
Rocque's  plan  dated  1748. 
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and  planted  with  mulberry  trees.  It  attracted  a  considerable  share  of 
public  attention  at  the  time,  but  proved  unsuccessful.  The  premises 
of  the  Raw  Silk  Company  were  rated  in  the  parish  books  at  £200. 
According  to  the  Vestry  Minutes,  1723,  it  was  ordered  at  a  Vestry 
that  John  Turner,  Surveyor  of  the  Highways,  be  indemnified  for 
having  indicted  Mr.  W.  Stoukes  as  agent  to  the  Park  Company. 

The  date  1721  is  doubted,  because  in  171 6  Henry  Barham,  F.R.S., 
writes  that  he  had  been  surgeon-major  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  came 
to  England,  and  settled  at  Chelsea.  Here  he  gave  up  his  mind  to  the 
rearing  of  the  silkworm,  and  apparently  succeeded  in  persuading  a 
good  many  people  that  this  might  be  made  a  profitable  industry  in 
England.  Among  these  people  was  John  Appletree,  to  whom  a  patent 
was  granted  on  the  23rd  May,  17 18.  The  following  is  taken  from  the 
entry  in  the  Record  Office  : — 

"Patent  Rolls.    Chancery.    Vol.  xlviii.,  p.  in. 

"Anno  quarto  Georgii  Regis,  1717-1718,  23  May.  Granteth 
unto  John  Apletre  Esqre  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  his  New  Inven- 
tion of  raising  silk  in  Great  Britain  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years." 
The  patentee,  with  Richard  Musgrave,  Jonathan  Jarrett,  and  Hercules 
Coyte,  were  declared  directors  for  life.  Henry  Barham  wrote  "An 
Essay  upon  the  Silkworm,"  with  preface  dated  "Chelsea,  March  25th, 
1 719."  ("  Memorials  of  Old  Chelsea,"  by  Alfred  Beaver,  London,  1892.) 

The  patent  having  been  obtained  for  the  manufacture  of  raw  silk 
at  Chelsea,  the  Duke  of  Wharton's  park  was  taken  for  that  purpose, 
and  planted  with  2,000  mulberry  trees.  It  attracted  a  considerable 
share  of  public  attention,  as  appears  by  the  newspapers  of  that  day. 
(Reed's  Weekly  Journal,  August  12th,  1721.)  The  Duke  of  Wharton's 
park  was  formerly  part  of  Sir  Thomas  More's  estate  ;  it  was  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  the  King's  Road,  and  extended  eastward  from  the 
road  which  leads  up  by  Park  Chapel  to  Little  Chelsea.  Wharton  House 
and  Gardens  were  on  the  south  side  of  the  King's  Road,  opposite  to 
Beaufort  House,  from  which  it  was  divided  by  the  road  leading  to 
the  Ferry,  now  Battersea  Bridge.  (Lysons'  "Environs  of  London" 
(Chelsea),  vol.  ii.,  p.  148.    Edition  1795-96.) 


38 


THE   WESTERN  SYNAGOGUE 


In  or  about  1734,  James  Christopher  Le  Blon  (or  Le  Blond)  set 
up  a  project  for  copying  the  cartoons  in  tapestry,  and  made  some  fine 
drawings  for  the  purpose.  Houses  were  built  and  looms  erected  in  the 
mulberry-ground  at  Chelsea  ;  "  but  either  the  expense  was  precipitated 
too  fast,  or  contributions  did  not  arrive  fast  enough.  The  bubble 
burst,  several  suffered,  and  Le  Blon  was  heard  of  no  more." 
(Faulkner's  "  Chelsea,"  vol.  i.,  pp.  149,  150;  Walpole's  "  Catalogue 
of  Engravers,"  new  ed.,  by  Ralph  N.  Wornum,  London,  1888,  vol.  hi., 
pp.  119  and  257;  ''Dictionary  of  National  Biography" — Le  Blon; 
"Historical  Manuscripts  Commission, "7th  Report,  Appendix  X.,  p.  247.) 

Chelsea  Park  was  purchased  of  the  Duke  of  Wharton's  repre- 
sentatives by  the  eider  brother  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and  became  the 
property  of  his  grandson,  Hans  Sloane,  M.P.  The  house  has  long 
been  pulled  down.  At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Park,  near  Little 
Chelsea,  is  a  modern  house,  built,  and  for  a  considerable  time  inhabited, 
by  the  late  eminent  surgeon  William  Bromfield.  In  1795-96  it  was  in 
the  occupation  of  Lady  Ann  Simpson,  as  under-tenant  to  John  Groves, 
who  was  lessee  under  Mr.  Sloane.  (Lysons'  "Environs"  (Chelsea), 
vol.  iv.,  p.  664,  edition  1795-96.) 

"  How  easy  it  is  to  raise  them  [i.e.  mulberry  trees]  in  any  quantity 
we  please,  is  sufficiently  evident  by  our  late  plantation  of  2,000  of  them, 
which  flourish  at  this  time  in  Chelsea  Park."  (Barham's  "  Essay  upon 
the  Silkworm,"  London,  1719,  p.  103.) 

"  First  choose  a  place  in  a  good  air  and  near  the  mulberry  trees. 
This  direction  we  have  followed  in  making  choice  of  Chelsea  Park  for 
our  houses  and  plantations,  which  is  as  good  air  as  any  in  England." 
{Ibid,  p.  128.) 

"  Proposals "  were  made  for  an  undertaking  to  manage  and 
produce  raw  silk  of  the  growth  of  England,  and  to  raise  a  fund  of 
.£25,000  to  carry  on  the  undertaking  pursuant  to  the  patent  granted  to 
John  Apletre  {sic),  and  clause  4  states  "That  as  soon  as  directors  are 
chosen,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  they  shall  concert  proper  measures 
for  making  the  first  plantation  of  mulberry  trees  in  Chelsea  wall'd  park, 
a  piece  of  ground  proper,  and  taken  for  that  purpose  upon  lease  for 
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T22  years."  In  a  pamphlet,  "The  Produce  of  India,  Italy  and  France, 
raised  in  England  by  the  Silk  Manufacturers,"  London,  1720,  there  is 
set  out,  at  page  9,  a  copy  of  the  patent  granted  to  "  our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  John  Apletre,  Esq." 

"  We  hear  there  is  a  great  concourse  of  foreigners  and  others 
daily  in  Chelsea  Park  to  see  the  raw  silk  undertaking,  for  which  a 
patent  was  granted  by  His  present  Majesty."  (From  the  Weekly 
Journal  or  British  Gazetteer ;  London,  Saturday,  August  12th,  1721.) 

The  Jews'  Burial-ground,  situate  at  Queen's  Elm  in  the  Fulham 
Road,  was  purchased  in  the  year  18 13  by  a  society  of  Jews,  and  opened 
in  the  same  year.  It  was  intended  for  the  interment  of  those  only  who 
subscribed  for  the  purchase  money,  and  for  their  families.  A  small 
building  of  two  storeys  had  been  erected  at  the  entrance  of  the  ground, 
the  lower  part  of  which  was  called  the  hall ;  it  had  folding  doors  open- 
ing from  the  road  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  corpse  previous  to 
interment.    Faulkner  records  the  following  tombstones  : — 

Alexander,  the  son  of  David  and  Hannah  Levy,  who  departed  this 
life  26th  Sept.,  1818  (5578),  in  his  18th  year. 

Julia,  wife  of  Edward  Laurine,  three  years  a  wife,  two  years  a 
mother,  departed  this  life  1st  April,  1828  (5588),  aged  21  years. 

Levy  Greiditz,  a  pious  and  uninterested  man,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  school  for  instructing  indigent  children  in  Westminster, 
who  devoted  his  earnings  to  charity,  died  5th  January,  1827 
(5587). 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Solomon  Lyon,  died  24th 
August,  1820  (5580),  aged  65  years. 

It  is  quite  possible  burials  took  place  in  18 13  ;  but  the  ground 
was  purchased  for  ^400  on  the  16th  December,  1815,  that  being  the 
date  of  the  deed;  the  land  being  described  as  "a  garden."  The 
solicitors  were  Mr.  George  Clarkson,  and  Messrs.  Ross,  Hall,  Ross 
and  Browning.  *  At  the  date  of  the  deed  a  hall  or  house  had  already 
been  erected.  "  All  that  building  then  lately  erected  on  part  of  the 
said  piece  or  parcel  of  ground,  and  then  used  as  a  chapel  or  place 
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for  performing  divine  and  funeral  service."  —  "Previously  to  the 
execution  of  the  said  indenture  the  said  chapel  had  been  erected 
on  a  part  of  the  said  piece  of  ground,  and  the  residue  thereof  had 
been  converted  into  a  burial-ground  or  place  of  interment  for  the 
use  of  the  said  congregation."    In  a  mortgage  deed  dated  in  183 1, 
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South  Parade 

to  which  Mr.  Victor  Abraham  and  Mr.  Nathan  Lewis  were  parties, 
the  land  in  question  is  described  as  "theretofore  used  as  a  garden.'- 
This  deed  also  bears  the  signature  of  Abraham  Kisch. 

Other  deeds  relating  to  the  burial-ground  are:  16th  December, 
1815,  the  devisees  of  the  late  Charles  Owen  to  Mr.  Victor  Abraham 
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and  others;  3rd  September,  1817,  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale;  17th 
September,  a  declaration  of  trust  by  Mr.  Victor  Abraham  ;  20th 
February,  1 8 1 8,  and  21st  March,  1831,  deeds  relating  to  transactions 
with  Mr.  Rees ;  and  22nd  November,  1864,  in  which  the  name  of 
Mr.  B.  Woolf  occurs.  A  resolution  appointing  new  trustees  was  passed 
on  24th  December,  1867,  but  the  appointment  was  not  effectuated  in 


the  proper  manner,  and  subsequently,  in  i! 
trustees  were  appointed: — 


the  following  new 


Mr.  S.  V.  Abraham, 
„    S.  J.  Simmons, 
,,    Lewis  Jacobs, 


Mi 


Lewis  H.  Braham, 
Ernest  Oppenheim, 
Myer  Harris, 

and  in  1882  the  Committee  of  the  Synagogue  consisted  of 


Mr.  S.  V.  Abraham, 
,,    Myer  Harris, 
,,    Emil  Loewe, 

Lewis  Jacobs, 
,,    S.  A.  Kisch, 
„    S.  Benjamin, 
David  Isaacs, 
„    M.  Levy, 
„   A.  Eskell, 


Mr.  Moss  Isaacs, 

Ernest  Oppenheim, 
S.  J.  Simmons, 
John  Isaacs, 
Philip  D.  Jacobs, 
Abraham  Salaman, 
Lewis  Davisr 
Samuel  Lyons, 
S.  Lazurus. 


"  The  principal  burial-ground  at  the  West  End  of  London  is  that 
at  Chelsea,  which  belongs  to  the  Synagogue  in  Denmark  Court,  Strand." 
(Hebrew  Ritual,  by  L.  Alexander,  p.  198.    London,  18 19.) 

The  ground  is  half  an  acre.  Mrs.  Basil  Holmes  (October  25th, 
1895,  Return  of  burial-grounds  disused  and  in  use,  prepared  for  the 
London  County  Council)  writes  :  "  It  belongs  to  the  Western  Syna- 
gogue, St.  Alban's  Place,  S.W.,  and  was  first  used  in  18 13.  It  is  closed 
to  the  public  except  between  1 1  and  4  on  Sundays.  A  few  years  ago 
some  shops  were  built  on  a  part  of  the  ground,  one  body  being  removed. 
The  ground  was  then  closed  for  burials,  except  in  a  few  reserved 
graves.  It  is  full  of  upright  tombstones  and  rank  grass,  with  no  paths  ; 
but  the  Chief  Rabbi  has  promised  me  that  it  shall  be  improved  and 
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planted  with  shrubs  for  the  sake  of  the  patients  in  the  adjoining  Chelsea 
Hospital  for  Women,  who  look  out  upon  it  from  the  west  and  south 
windows." 

In  "  Old  and  New  London,"  vol.  v.,  p.  88,  it  is  stated  that 
"  The  Jews'  burial-ground  situated  at  Queen's  Elm  was  formed  early 
in  the  present  century  on  a  piece  of  land  purchased  for  that  purpose. 
Much  of  the  ground  hereabouts,  now  known  as  West  Brompton,  was  in 
former  times  called  the  hamlet  of  Little  Chelsea." 

The  Rev.  Tevele  Schiff,  the  Chief  Rabbi,  as  already  stated,  died 
in  1792  ;  so  that  at  the  time  of  the  consecration  of  the  Denmark  Court 
Synagogue  there  was  no  Chief  Rabbi  of  London,  although  the  Rev. 
Moses  Myers-  was  Chief  Rabbi  of  the  New  Synagogue.  In  1802  the 
Rev.  Solomon  Hirschell  was  elected  Chief  Rabbi.  There  is  no  record 
of  his  attendance  at  Brompton  to  dedicate  the  new  cemetery. 

By  an  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  dated  3rd  September,  181 7, 
made  between  Henry  Owen  Cunlifife,  John  Pratt  Hiutson,  and  James 
Hall  of  the  first  part,  William  How  of  the  second  part,  and  Victor 
Abraham,  Moses  Solomon,  Philip  Phillips,*  Aaron  Lazurus,  Emanuel 
Harris,  and  Nathan  Lewis  of  the  third  part,  the  piece  of  ground  was 
sold  to  the  six  last-named  gentlemen  for  four  hundred  pounds.  The 
property  is  described  as  "  a  garden  site  lying  and  being  at  Queen's 
Elm,  opposite  to  the  Queen's  Elm  Turnpike,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Luke, 
Chelsea,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,"  and  "  the  building  lately  erected 
on  part  of  the  said  piece  or  parcel  of  ground,  and  used  as  a  chapel  or 
place  for  performing  divine  and  funeral  service."  The  six  gentlemen 
described  above  as  of  "  the  third  part "  were  called  the  "  original 
trustees,"  who  purchased  "  on  behalf  of  a  congregation  or  society  of 
Jews  attending  a  certain  Synagogue  or  place  of  divine  worship  in 
Denmark  Court,  Strand."    Previously  to  the  execution  of  the  inden- 

*  Mr.  Philip  Phillips,  described  in  the  deed  as  of  Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden, 
embroiderer,  was  a  man  of  considerable  learning.  He  gave  the  Menora  (eight- 
branched  candlestick  or  candelabra)  to  the  Western  Synagogue,  which  is  used  on 
Channca,  the  Feast  of  Dedication.  He  wrote  a  portion  of  a  Sepher,  left  unfinished  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 
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ture  the  chapel  had  been  erected  on  a  part  of  the  ground,  and  the 
residue  thereof  had  been  converted  into  a  burial-ground  or  place  of 
interment  for  the  use  of  the  congregation.  By  a  deed  poll  of  ]  7th 
September,  181 7,  it  was  declared  that  the  original  trustees  held  the 
property  on  certain  trusts.  It  was  to  be  managed  by  the  elders  or 
chief  persons  of  the  congregation  of  Jews  attending  the  Synagogue  in 
Denmark  Court,  or  any  other  Synagogue  to  which  the  same  congrega- 
tion, or  a  major  part,  should  resort.  The  Synagogue  in  Denmark 
Court  was  demolished,  and  on  the  7th  September,  1826  (query  21st), 
the  members  ceased  to  use  or  resort  to  that  buildinp-,  and  used  the 
Synagogue  in  St.  Alban's  Place,  Haymarket,  which  is  known  as  the 
Western  Synagogue.  All  the  original  trustees  died  many  years  ago, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  appoint  new  trustees  ;  accordingly  Lewis 
Henry  Braham,  Lewis  Jacobs,  Samuel  Victor  Abraham,  and  Simeon 
John  Simmons  were  appointed  on  24th  December,  1867,  but  the 
appointment,  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  was  ineffectual.  Subsequently, 
on  the  8th  March,  1882,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Chancery 
Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  in  Mr.  Justice  Chitty's  branch 
of  the  Court,  asking  for  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Samuel  Victor 
Abraham,  Simeon  John  Simmons,  Lewis  Jacobs,  Lewis  Henry  Braham, 
Ernest  Oppenheim,  and  Myer  Harris  as  trustees  of  the  property  at 
Brompton  ;  and  on  the  4th  May,  1882,  Mr.  Justice  North,  sitting  for 
Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  made  the  order. 

The  petitioners  were  Samuel  Victor  Abraham,  Myer  Harris,  Eric 
Loewe,  Moss  Isaacs,  Ernest  Oppenheim,  Simeon  John  Simmons,  Lewis 
Jacobs,  Simeon  Abraham  Kisch,  Solomon  Benjamin,  David  Isaacs, 
M.  Levy,  Albert  Eskell,  John  Isaacs,  Abraham  Salaman,  Philip  Jacobs, 
Lewis  Davis,  Samuel  Lyons,  and  Solomon  Lazurus — being  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Synagogue  in  St.  Alban's  Place.  Several  financial  trans- 
actions took  place  in  connection  with  the  burial-ground  ;  there  were  a 
mortgage,  a  rent-charge,  and  for  a  short  time  rent  was  paid  for  the 
ground.  The  freehold  was  ultimately  purchased  for  ^400.  Mr. 
Abraham  Rees,  Mr.  Victor  Abraham,  Mr.  Myer  Solomon,  and  other 
gentlemen  contributed  and  assisted  in  obtaining  funds. 
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The  authorities  connected  with  the  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women, 
being  about  to  build  a  hospital  adjoining  the  burial-ground  at 
Brompton  belonging  to  the  Western  Synagogue,  were  desirous  of 
securing  certain  rights  of  light.  After  some  negotiations  between 
Mr.  Ernest  Oppenheim,  on  behalf  of  the  Synagogue,  and  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Hospital,  a  satisfactory  arrangement  was  arrived  at. 
The  money  value  of  the  right  to  the  light  was  estimated  at  ^600  ; 
but  the  Synagogue,  considering  that  they  were  dealing  with  a 
charitable  institution,  agreed  to  forego  the  payment  of  the  money, 
and  accepted  instead  the  right  to  nominate  to  six  beds  and  thirty 
out-patients.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Synagogue,  at  the  opening 
of  the  Hospital  by  the  Duchess  of  Albany,  presented  two  purses  or 
ten  guineas  each.  Kosher  food  and  utensils  are  provided  for  Jewish 
patients  admitted  under  the  order  of  the  congregation.  The  whole 
of  the  admissions  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Jewish  Board  of 
Guardians  by  the  Western  Synagogue  in  a  letter  addressed  to  their 
Secretary.  The  letter  from  the  Western  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's 
Place,  as  to  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women  was  read  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians,  held  Monday,  10th  December, 
1883. 

The  burial-ground  was  now  (1883)  becoming  full,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  secure  other  land.  Negotiations  were  set  on  foot  with 
the  United  Synagogue,  the  Western  Synagogue  requiring  that  their 
own  ministers  should  officiate  at  the  funerals  of  members ;  this 
requirement  not  being  assented  to,  the  negotiations  ceased,  and 
the  land  was  purchased  at  Edmonton. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  new  cemetery  of  the 
Western  Synagogue  at  Jeremy's  Green  Lane,  Edmonton,  on  Sunday, 
20th  July,  1884  (27th  Tamuz,  5644),  the  officers  were  :— 

Messrs.  S.  V.  Abraham,    )      rr_  . 

tit      tt  c  wardens. 

Myer  Harris,  ) 

Moss  Isaacs,  Treasurer. 

E.  Loewe,  Overseer. 
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and  on  the  Committee  were  : — 


Mr.  E.  Oppenheim. 
,,    L.  Jacobs. 
„    M.  Levy. 
.,    S.  Benjamin. 

P.  D.  Jacobs. 
,,    S.  J.  Simmons. 
,,     D.  Isaacs. 


Mr.  A.  Solomons. 
S.  Lyons. 
„    A.  Eskell. 

L.  Davis. 
„    J.  Sax. 

A.  Leverson. 
,,  M.  Glaser. 
Rev.  H.  Davids,  First  Reader. 
Rev.  L.  Canter,  Second  Reader  and  Secretary. 
Mr.  M.  N.  Raphael,  Beadle. 
On  Sunday,  20th  July,  1884,  the  new  burial-ground  belonging 
to  this  Synagogue  was  consecrated,  or,  as  some  preferred  to  express 
it,  dedicated.  It  is  situated  in  Jeremy's  Green  Lane,  Edmonton, 
Middlesex.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adler, 
Delegate  Chief  Rabbi  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davids,  Reader  ;  and  the  Rev. 
L.  Canter,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  the  Synagogue.  There  were 
present  the  Committee  and  many  members  of  the  Synagogue, 
altogether  over  one  hundred  persons.  The  ceremony  was  as  follows. 
The  three  gentlemen  above  named,  Dr.  Adler  (Delegate  Chief  Rabbi), 
Mr.  Davids,  and  Mr.  Canter,  walked  round  the  ground  close  to  the 
wall  and  the  hedge  and  ditch  which  mark  the  boundary.  At  that 
moment  the  whole  wall  had  not  been  built,  but  was  in  course  of 
erection.  The  Delegate  Chief  Rabbi  then  inspected  the  plans,  which 
were  explained  to  him  by  Mr.  E.  Oppenheim.  The  whole  party  then 
returned  to  the  temporary  building,  which  had  been  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  when  the  Order  of  Service  specially  arranged  for  the  occasion 
was  read.  An  address  was  then  delivered  by  the  Delegate  Chief 
Rabbi.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony,  Dr.  Hermann  Adler 
and  the  members  of  the  Committee,  with  some  friends,  assembled  by 
invitation  at  Edmonton  House,  where  they  were  received  by  the 
daughters  of  the  late  Mr.  Solomon.  In  the  Synagogue  attached  to 
Edmonton  House  the  Afternoon  and  Evening  Services  were  read  by 
the  Rev.  H.  Davids. 
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The  first  interment  in  the  burial-ground  at  Jeremy's  Green 
Lane,  Edmonton,  took  place  on  Tuesday,  23rd  March,  1886. 

On  the  1 6th  April,  18S6,  notification  was  made  of  an  order  for 
closing  the  Brompton  ground,  and  on  the  29th  September,  1885,  the 
actual  order  was  issued  from  the  Home  Office  "  that  burials  be 
discontinued  in  the  Jews'  Burial-ground,  Fulham  Road,  Chelsea, 
with  certain  exceptions,"  the  exceptions  being  in  favour  of  some 
reserved  graves. 

From  i885  interments  have  taken  place  at  Edmonton.  A  portion 
of  the  adjoining  ground  is  now  the  property  of  the  Federation  of 
Synagogues,  another  adjoining  portion  being  set  apart  for  thi 
congregation  in  Maiden  Lane.  And  the  Mulberry  Tree  still  bears 
fruit  at  Queen's  Elm. 

In  April,  1835,  a  new  constitution  was  framed  for  the  Board 
of  Deputies.  At  first  the  Portuguese  only  were  represented  ;  sub- 
sequently the  three  German  Synagogues  sent  delegates,  and  in  1835 
circulars  were  sent  by  the  Board  to  all  the  Synagogues  in  the 
Kingdom,  inviting  them  to  send  deputies  to  the  Board.  The  Western 
Synagogue  having  approved  the  new  constitution,  elected  as  their 
first  representatives  Mr.  John  Levy  and  Mr.  Samuel  Ellis.  The 
latter  gentleman  resigned  in  the  session  1838-40,  and  Mr.  Joel  Davis, 
a  brother  of  Mr.  Alexander  Davis,  of  the  Strand,  was  elected  in  his 
place.  These  gentlemen  were  the  deputies  until  1841,  when  they 
were  replaced  by  Mr.  John  Salmon  and  Mr.  S.  K.  Salaman.  At  the 
election  in  May,  1844,  the  latter  were  again  returned. 

On  2nd  May,  1847,  at  a  meeting  of  the  members,  presided  over 
by  Mr.  Victor  Abraham,  Mr.  S.  K.  Salaman  and  Mr.  John  Salmon 
were  again  elected.  In  April,  1850,  Mr.  S.  A.  Hart,  R.A.,  and 
Mr.  Goldsmid  were  returned  as  deputies.  In  1851  the  deputies 
were  Mr.  Aaron  Goldsmid  and  Professor  S.  A.  Hart,  R.A.  In  1854 
the  Western  Synagogue  was  represented  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Keeling  and 
Mr.  Lewis  H.  Braham,  and  in  1856  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Braham  and 
Mr.  Ephraim  Mosely.  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Braham  resigned  in  January, 
1858,  and  the  two  deputies  were  then  (March,  1858)    Mr.  Judah 
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Solomon  and  Mr.  Solomon  Benjamin.  It  will  be  observed  that  up 
to  this  period  the  Western  Synagogue  returned  two  members  to  the 
Board,  and  the  proportion  of  expenses  was  -^-8-.  But  at  the  next 
election,  in  1859,  a  change  had  taken  place,  the  Synagogue  being 
then  represented  by  one  deputy  only,  namely,  Mr.  Ephraim  Mosely. 

In  September,  1859,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
that  date,  Mr.  Judah  Solomon  was  the  deputy,  and  the  proportion 
of  expenses  was  ^5. 

In  1862  Mr.  Joel  W.  Solomon  was  the  deputy.  In  September,  1863, 
Mr.  H.  L.  Keeling  was  again  elected,  and  he  continued  to  represent 
the  Synagogue  until  March,  1874,  and  then  Mr.  S.  V.  Abraham  was 
elected  as  his  successor,  24th  April,  1874,  and  he  represented  the 
Western  Synagogue  until  1896.  At  the  period  of  election  in  that 
year,  the  Executive  of  the  Synagogue  called  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  its  financial  position,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  incur  any  further  expenditure  in  relation  to 
the  Board  of  Deputies.  Thus,  for  a  period  of  sixty-one  years,  from 
1835  to  1896,  the  Western  Synagogue  sent  first  two  deputies,  then 
one,  and  now,  unfortunately,  it  is  unrepresented.  On  the  principal 
questions  its  deputies  have  maintained  the  traditions  of  the  Synagogue 
in  favour  of  liberty,  freedom,  and  reform.  Thus,  in  1874,  when  the 
Board  were  revising  their  constitution,  a  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  Western  Synagogue  was  held  on  19th  January  in  that  year  to 
elect  a  delegate  to  represent  the  Synagogue  at  the  Conference. 
Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch,  the  son  of  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch,  was  in  the  Chair  . 
and  after  explaining  the  object  of  the  meeting,  stated  that  this 
Synagogue  had  always  taken  a  liberal  view  with  regard  to  Berkeley 
Street  Synagogue  ;  in  fact,  it  had  refused  to  read  the  Cherem.  He 
believed  that  a  day  of  complete  reconciliation  was  at  hand.  Mr. 
S.  V.  Abraham  moved  and  Mr.  Sidney  Woolf  seconded  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Keeling,  who  was  the  deputy,  to  act  as  delegate  at  the 
Conference  for  revising  the  constitution  of  the  Board. 

The  reform  movement  greatly  agitated  the  Jewish  community, 
and   in   that  movement  the  Western   Synagogue  was  very  active. 
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On  the  19th  January,  1846,  a  circular  was  issued  convening  "a  special 
general  meeting  of  the  Westminster  Synagogue,  to  consider  in  what 
degree  the  social  condition  of  the  community  is  affected  by  the 
existence  of  the  anathema  fulminated  by  the  late  Chief  Rabbi  against 
the  members  of  the  West  London  Synagogue  of  British  Jews ;  and 
further  to  consider  the  propriety  of  memorialising  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adler 
thereon."  At  that  time  there  were  two  Jewish  newspapers  in  existence. 
The  Jewish  Chronicle  said — "  We  give  to  this  well-timed  attempt  on 
the  part  of  our  brethren  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  Israel  our 
hearty  concurrence ;  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  it  must 
reflect  great  credit  on  the  Westminster  Synagogue  that  they  have  been 
the  first  to  move  at  this  important  crisis."  The  Voice  of  Jacob  objected 
to  the  word  "anathema"  instead  of  "caution";  and,  whilst  praising 
the  object  of  the  conveners  of  the  meeting,  "  we  yet  must  strongly 
censure  the  injudicious  manner  in  which  the  circular  was  drawn  up." 
The  meeting  was  held  on  the  8th  February,  1846,  Mr.  John  Salmon  in 
the  Chair.  Mr.  J.  W.  Solomon  moved  the  adjournment,  stating  that, 
"  as  that  Synagogue  had  never  acknowledged  the  excommunication 
(the  Western  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place,  to  their  credit  be  it  men- 
tioned, refused  proclaiming  the  charm  when  sent  to  them  by  the  late 
Chief  Rabbi),  they  had  better  mind  their  own  affairs  and  not  interfere 
with  an  act  which  their  Synagogue  never  recognised."  Mr.  Nathan 
Defries,  Mr.  S.  Abrahams,  and  Mr.  Johnson  spoke ;  and  (says  the 
reporter)  "amidst  a  scene  of  confusion  which  beggars  description,  the 
question  of  adjournment  was  carried." 

At  this  time  there  was  a  difficulty  raised  as  to  a  marriage.  Ap- 
plication had .  been  made  in  November,  1845,  t0  Kisch,  Secretary 
of  the  Westminster  Synagogue,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  marriage. 
The  lady  was  a  daughter  of  the  keeper  of  the  burial-ground  of  the 
West  London  Synagogue.  Feeling  ran  very  strong  for  some  years  ; 
but  there  were  "omens  of  peace"  on  22nd  May,  1849,  when  the  Chief 
Rabbi  officiated  at  a  marriage  ceremony  in  the  New  Synagogue,  Great 
St.  Helens,  between  a  member  of  the  orthodox  community  and  a 
daughter  of  a  member  of  the  Reform  Synagogue. 
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In  April,  1846,  the  Chief  Rabbi  wrote  to  the  Western  Synagogue 
urging  them  to  establish  a  school  for  girls,  the  Western  Talmud  Torah 
being  then  only  for  boys  ;  meetings  were  accordingly  held,  and  on 
15th  October,  1846,  the  Western  Jewish  Girls'  Free  School  was  opened  ; 
the  then  leading  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue  being  the 
founders  of  the  school,  namely,  Messrs.  Aaron  Goldsmid,  S.  A.  Hart, 
R.A.,  H.  A.  Henry,  Henry  Jessel,  J.  M.  Johnson,  H.  L.  Keeling, 
J.  W.  Solomons,  Victor  Abraham,  together  with  Abraham  Kisch  and 
John  Dyte,  "  whose  assistance  in  collecting  a  portion  of  the  funds  "  was 
specially  mentioned. 

According  to  a  return  of  the  seat-holders  in  the  Synagogues,  it 
appeared  that  in  December,  1846,  the  Western  Synagogue  had  48 
privileged  members,  210  seat-holders,  and  between  coo  and  1000  con- 
tributing individual  members. 

Mr.  Abraham  Kisch  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Jewish 
community.  He  was  Secretary  to  the  Western  Synagogue  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  having  begun  his  connection  with  it  when  it  was  in 
Denmark  Court.  "  He  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  his  onerous 
office  amidst  the  most  insurmountable  difficulties  under  which  the 
Synagogue  has  been  labouring  from  its  very  starting."  He  had  the 
whole  management  of  the  Synagogue  in  his  hands,  and  the  utmost 
confidence  was  reposed  in  him.  He  was  not  only  Secretary,  but  read 
the  prayers  from  time  to  time.  In  such  great  respect  was  Mr.  Abraham 
Kisch  held,  that  his  funeral  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  the  Chief  Rabbi, 
the  three  Dayanim,  and  the  Readers  of  the  Metropolitan  Synagogues. 
At  that  time  (1849)  the  Western  Synagogue  being  without  minister  or 
reader,  the  Rev.  M.  H.  Myers,  Reader  of  the  Law  in  the  Great  Syna- 
gogue, performed  the  burial  service  "with  intense  feeling  and  deep 
emotion  of  grief."  On  the  following  Sabbath,  29th  December,  1849, 
YTO  nttns,  the  Rev.  Israel  A.  Levy,  son  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Levy,  at 
the  request  of  the  family,  delivered  a  lecture  at  the  Western  Synagogue, 
St.  Alban's  Place,  the  text  being  taken  from  the  Haphtorah  1  Kings, 
chap.  ii.  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch  died  on  Tuesday,  25th  December,  1849, 
and  was  bur'ed  on  the  following  Thursday.     He  was  one  of  the 
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Secretaries  of  the  Westminster  Jews'  Free  School  in  1849.  The  other 
Secretary  at  that  time  was  Mr.  Ellis  Davidson,  a  gentleman  of  great 
intellectual  powers,  whose  services  to  the  Jewish  community  have 
borne  fruit  in  their  present  improved  condition.  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch's 
example  was  followed  by  his  son,  Mr.  Simon  Abraham  Kisch,  who 
acted  for  a  short  time  as  Secretary,  1850-51,  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  L. 
Solomon  being  the  honorary  officers.  Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch  was  subse- 
quently elected  Warden,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of  the 
Synagogue  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  27th  December,  1882. 
He  was  one  of  the  band  of  members  who  succeeded  once  again  in 
raising  the  position  of  the  Synagogue  to  a  high  place  in  communal 
affairs.  A  silver  Kiddush  cup  was  presented  to  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch 
with  the  following  inscription  engraved  on  it  : — 

"  Presented  by  the  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue,  St. 
Alban's  Place,  to  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch,  as  a  testimony  of  their  regard 
for  the  efficient  manner  he  has  invariably  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  as  Secretary  for  the  Synagogue,  20th  day  of  Tishri,  5593  (1833)." 

There  is  also  a  silver  Kiddush  cup  with  this  inscription : — 
urp  arm  »aa  'rra  D^iorr  ■on/in  'rrn  ma       rbm  m  roil1?  jnx  -dt 

p*b  'TD'p'n  rot?  id^  'rra  2  ovn  -QpD  imsi  'yN"1  pauna  'P'P'2  p*ui  'yyt 
"  In  blessed  memory  of  my  Honoured  Father,  Zevi  Hirsch  Kisch,  the 
faithful  Minister  of  the  Congregation  at  Griiningen,  who  died  on 
Monday,  25th  Nisan,  5564  (1804)." 

The  crest  is  a  stag,  and  underneath  are  the  initials  S.  H.  K.  in  a 
monogram.    A  third  silver  cup  is  of  an  exactly  similar  description. 

These  Kiddush  cups  were  exhibited  at  the  Anglo-Jewish  Historical 
Exhibition,  held  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  in  1887,  by  their  owner, 
Mr.  Henry  Kisch,  Barrister-at-law,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  grandson  of 
the  late  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch,  and  third  son  of  Mr.  Simon  Abraham 
Kisch,  names  that  are  very  closely  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
Western  Synagogue. 

Dr.  Abraham  Benisch  delivered  lectures  in  the  St.  Alban's  Place 
Synagogue.  On  Saturday,  30th  August,  185 1,  he  delivered  the  last 
of  a  series  of  six  discourses.   The  subject  was,  "  On  the  Proper  Use  of 
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Time."  "  The  numerous  Biblical  and  Rabbinical  quotations,  and  the 
ingenuity  with  which  they  were  applied,  contributed  not  a  little  to  give 
the  lecture  a  peculiar  interest."    He  died  31st  July,  1888. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Bresslau  also  read  the  Torah,  and  delivered  a  lecture 
in  the  Synagogue.    Mr.  Bresslau  died  in  1864. 

Mr.  Henry  Alexander,  who  was  born  in  1807,  was  for  many  years 
Reader  of  the  Law  at  the  Western  Synagogue  ;  he  was  contemporary 
with  H.  A.  Henry  and  Abraham  Kisch.  Many  members  still  living 
will  recollect  Mr.  Alexander's  rendering  of  the  Shira  on  Sabbath 
(Beshalach),  a  day  famous  in  the  Western  Synagogue  annals.  In 
1846  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  him  and  the  authorities  of  the 
congregation,  it  having  been  alleged  that  he  "  shaved  during  -jjnon  b)Ji 
(Choi  Hamoed)."  He  wrote  a  letter,  which  appeared  in  the  Jewish 
Chronicle,  1st  May,  1846,  indignantly  denying  the  charge.  It  appeared 
that  Mr.  Solomon,  pD  compelled  him  to  descend  from  the  reading- 
desk.  Fortunately  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Chief  Rabbi,  who 
restored  peace.  An  apology  was  made  by  the  Warden  to  the  Reader, 
the  Lecturer  was  appeased,  and  "  the  affair  was  satisfactorily  arranged." 
This  episode  is  mentioned  here  in  connection  with  the  Western  Syna- 
gogue, because  it  led  to  a  reform  with  regard  to  "  the  absurd  prohibi- 
tion of  shaving  during  Choi  Hamoed — a  prohibition  which  has  been 
annulled  by  the  Rabbis  of  every  civilised  congregation  in  Europe,  the 
remotest  Kehilas  of  Poland  not  excepted."  {Jewish  Chronicle,  15th 
May,  1846.)  On  15th  November,  1849,  Mr.  Henry  Alexander  read 
the  prayers  in  the  Synagogue.  He  died  on  Sunday  morning,  29th 
September,  1850,  at  his  residence,  27,  Brydges  Street,  Covent  Garden, 
at  the  early  age  of  forty-three. 

The  Rev.  Henry  A.  Henry  was  born  in  London  in  1800,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  Jews'  Free  School,  of  which  institution  he 
subsequently  became  head-master,  resigning  that  appointment  early  in 
1842.  On  the  19th  August,  1842,  it  was  announced  in  the  Voice  of 
Jacob  (No.  24,  p.  188)  that  Mr.  Moses  Angel,  English  master  of  the 
Talmud  Torah  School,  had  been  appointed  to  the  head-mastership  of 
the  Jews'  Free  School,  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  H.  A. 
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Henry.  On  27th  May,  1842,  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Reader 
of  the  Western  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place,  Hay  market.  During 
his  tenure  of  this  office  he  delivered  many  sermons,  some  of  which  were 
collected  and  published  with  the  title  "  A  Series  of  Six  Discourses 
on  the  Principles  of  the  Religious  Belief  of  Israel  as  productive  of 
Human  Happiness  and  Moral  Improvement."  London,  5606  (1845). 
The  book  is  dedicated  to  the  congregation  of  the  Western  Synagogue. 
He  also  edited  the  "  Daily,  Sabbath,  and  Festival  Prayers,"  London, 
5596  (1836),  in  two  volumes,  while  master  of  the  Jews'  Free  School. 
The  book  differed  from  former  editions  in  the  arrangement,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  interruptions  occasioned  by  the  too  frequent  searching  for  the 
prayers  ;  and,  by  rendering  the  directions  to  the  prayers  in  English, 
it  obviated  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  those  who  had  not  yet 
sufficiently  studied  the  Hebrew  and  German  languages  in  which  those 
rules  and  directions  in  all  the  existing  editions  had  hitherto  been 
printed.*  On  9th  February,  1849,  Mr.  Henry  commenced  publishing 
in  the  Jewish  Chronicle  a  series  of  letters  on  the  Glory  of  the  Heavens, 
or  Reflections  on  the  Analogy  between  the  Works  and  the  Word  of 
God.  The  letters  extended  over  several  weeks.  Shortly  afterwards, 
in  the  same  year,  1849,  he  ceased  to  be  Reader,  having  held  that 
position  for  seven  years.  He  then  went  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  became  minister  of  the  Cincinnati  congregation.  On 
29th  November,  1849,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Israel  Russell,  then  a  very 
active  member  of  the  St.  Alban's  Place  congregation- — Our  Syna- 
gogue worship  is  truly  a  pattern  to  the  Old  Country.  Ah  !  I  often 
wish  some  of  the  members  of  the  St.  Alban's  Shoo/  were  around  me 
when  at  the  reading-desk  to  witness  the  manner  in  which  I  am  allowed 
to  conduct  the  service,  to  see  the  order,  the  decorum  and  the  respectful 
demeanour  of  everyone  who  enters  the  house  of  God."  The  letter 
contains  a  glowing  account  of  the  Jewish  community  in  Cincinnati. 
He  officiated  in  various  Synagogues  in  America,  and  finally  went  to 

*  Mr.  Henry  also  translated  the  Form  of  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving  to  be  said  by 
married  ladies.    London,  5597  (1837). 
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California  in  1857,  where  he  acted  as  minister  to  the  congregation 
Shearith  Israel  until  1870-71,  when  he  retired  on  a  full  pension. 
Mr.  Henry  will  be  best  remembered  as  the  author  of  "  Henry's  Class 
Book,"  a  work  very  largely  used  in  schools  and  private  families  ;  it 
contains  an  account  of  the  Jewish  feasts  and  fasts,  together  with  a 
succinct  narrative  of  the  principal  events  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
Mr.  Henry  died  in  San  Francisco  on  the  4th  September,  and  was 
buried  in  that  city  on  the  7th  September,  1879. 

Dr.  Joseph  Zedner  was  a  member  of  the  Western  Synagogue. 
He  was  born  at  Gross-Glogau  on  10th  February,  1804,  and  the  con- 
gregation of  that  town  can  boast  also  of  Munk,  Sachs,  Cassell,  and 
Arnheim.  Zedner  was  a  pupil  of  Rabbi  Akiba  Eger.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  (in  1829)  he  was  teacher  in  the  Congregational  School  at 
Strelitz,  and  subsequently  tutor  in  the  house  of  the  famous  publisher 
and  bookseller,  A.  Asher.  In  1840  he  published  his  "Selection  of 
Historical  Fragments  by  Hebrew  Authors,"  anonymously.  A  new  edition 
was  published  in  1865,  with  his  name  on  the  title-page.  In  1845  ne 
came  to  England,  and  through  the  recommendation  of  the  Ashers  to 
Mr.  Panizzi,  the  Principal  Librarian  at  the  British  Museum,  he  obtained 
an  appointment  in  the  Department  of  Printed  Books.  On  July  24th, 
1846,  it  was  announced  "  that  Dr.  Zedner,  a  Jew,  author  of  '  Selections 
from  Jewish  History,'  had  been  appointed  Script  or  to  the  British  Museum 
through  the  influence  of  our  esteemed  and  learned  friend  Mr.  Ascher 
of  Berlin.  Dr.  Zedner,  who  scrupulously  adheres  to  our  religious 
observances,  is  exempted  from  attending  to  his  official  duties  on  our 
Sabbath  and  festivals."  In  1848  the  Museum  acquired  the  collec- 
tion of  4000  Hebrew  books  formed  by  Michael  of  Hamburg.  The 
AthencBum  of  9th  February,  1850,  contains  a  notice  of  his  work 
DITQN  ^DVl,  being  Aben  Ezra's  commentary  on  the  Book  of  Esther; 
and  the  Jewish  Chronicle,  30th  August,  1850,  prints  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Zedner,  dated  from  the  British  Museum.  Then  it  was  (1848-50) 
he  commenced  compiling  the  Catalogue  which  was  published  in  1867, 
and  which  has  made  his  name  world-famous.  He  lived  in  London, 
in  Bedford  Street,  Strand,  where  he  was  visited  by  the  scholars  and 
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learned  men  of  the  day.  Here  Dr.  Zunz  came  to  see  him,  and  here 
also  came  Dr.  Adler,  Chief  Rabbi,  and  his  son  Dr.  Hermann  Adler,  the 
Rev.  A.  L.  Green,  and  many  others.  The  Ashers  of  Berlin  were  regular 
visitors  ;  they  never  forgot  his  birthday,  when  presents  of  choice  flowers 
were  placed  on  his  table.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  his 
favourite  English  author  was  Charles  Dickens.  "  He  delighted  the 
circles  in  which  he  moved  by  his  amiable  and  gentlemanly  demeanour 
and  his  serene  cheerfulness."  In  1858  he  visited  Edmonton,  when  the 
discussion  turned  on  Hebrew  pronunciation.  Those  who  listened 
learned.  In  i860  Dr.  Zedner  contributed  some  notes  to  the  Hebrew 
Review  (New  Series),  edited  by  M.  H.  Bresslau,  on  "  Rabbi  Chasdai 
Ben  Isaac  "  and  "  Eldad  the  Danite :  Migration  of  the  Tribe  to  Kush." 
The  notes  will  be  found  at  pages  85  and  145.  Through  ill  health  he 
was  compelled  to  resign  his  appointment,  which  he  held  for  twenty-two 
years.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Western  Synagogue,  St. 
Alban's  Place  ;  and  although  he  never  took  any  active  part  in  the 
service,  or  in  the  affairs  of  the  congregation,  he  was  well  known  to  all 
the  members.  He  followed  the  old-fashioned  and  good  custom  of 
never  sitting  down  in  Synagogue.  He  stood  during  the  whole  of  the 
services,  including  of  course  Kippur.  After  his  resignation  he  returned 
to  Berlin,  where  he  died  on  the  10th  October,  1871.  Zunz  says  his 
Catalogue  is  a  pattern  of  accuracy  and  conciseness,  even  as  his  character 
was  the  beau  ideal  of  meekness  and  philanthropy.  "  Several  of  our 
ministers,"  wrote  H.  A.  (himself  possibly  one  of  them),  "  have  reason  to 
look  back  with  feelings  of  deep  gratitude  upon  the  happy  hours  spent 
in  his  company,  when  he  guided  their  studies  in  this  sacred  branch  of 
knowledge,  or  helped  them  lovingly  to  master  the  difficulties  of  some  of 
our  philosophical  writings."  It  is  well  known  that  he  was  exempted 
from  working  on  Saturdays  and  festivals ;  but  he  attended  extra  hours 
in  the  week  days,  to  compensate  for  the  time  lost.  Those  who  knew 
him  personally  (as  the  present  writer  did  for  ten  years)  will  prefer  above 
all  others  the  description  of  Dr.  Steinschneider  of  that  which  was 
Zedner's  great  characteristic,  that  he  "  ever  anxiously  kept  aloof  from 
all  publicity." 
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Mr.  Solomon  Alexander  Hart,  R.A.,  the  son  of  Samuel  Hart,  was 
born  at  Plymouth  in  1806.  The  family  settled  in  London  in  1820,  and 
in  1823  Solomon  Hart  entered  at  the  Royal  Academy  as  a  student  of 
painting.  In  1828  he  became  a  member  of  the  Western  Synagogue, 
and  was  subsequently  elected  its  representative  at  the  Board  of 
Deputies,  which  office  he  held  until  1852-53.  In  1841  he  held  office, 
and  took  a  very  active  part  in  supporting  the  reforms  in  the  Service, 
which  were  ultimately  carried  into  effect.  On  the  advice  of  the  Duke 
of  Sussex  he  travelled  abroad  ;  and  on  1st  September,  1841,  he  crossed 
the  Channel.  He  returned  to  London  in  1842.  In  his  Memoirs  he 
refers  to  his  living  in  Soho,  "my  rooms  in  Gower  Street,"  and  New- 
castle Street,  Strand  ;  and  he  was  intimate  with  Pickersgill,  who  then 
lived  at  15,  Soho  Square,  and  who  painted  portraits  of  some  members 
of  the  Jewish  community  for  their  families.  Mr.  Hart's  colleagues  in 
office  were  Mr.  J.  Salmon,  Mr.  S.  K.  Salaman,  and  Mr.  Defries.  In 
later  years,  although  retaining  his  membership  in  the  Western,  he 
attended  the  Portland  Street  Synagogue.  But  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Western  for  fifty-three  years  up  to  the  date  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  Saturday,  nth  June,  1 88 1 .  He  was  buried  on  Tuesday, 
'14th  June,  1881,  in  the  cemetery  at  Queen's  Elm,  Brompton,  the 
funeral  service  being  read  by  the  Rev.  L.  Canter  and  the  Rev.  H. 
Davids,  the  ministers. 

Mr.  Henry  Levy  Keeling  (born  in  1805)  was  the  son  of  the  late 
David  Levy,  and  assumed  the  name  of  Keeling  early  in  life.  His 
whole  career  was  associated  with  the  Western  Synagogue.  He  repre- 
sented the  Synagogue  at  the  Board  of  Deputies  in  succession  to 
Professor  Solomon  A.  Hart,  R.A.,  and  voted  regularly  in  favour  of 
admitting  the  "  Reform  "  members  who  had  been  elected  by  country 
congregations  to  seats  at  the  Board,  thus  associating  the  Western 
Synagogue  with  the  reform  movement,  which  has  always  been  their 
traditional  policy.  He  was  returned  as  the  deputy  at  each  election 
for  twenty  years.  On  one  occasion  he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Judah 
Solomon,  but  was  again  returned.  He  resigned  in  1873-74,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  S.  V.  Abraham.     He  was  for  many  years 
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Warden- — from  1852-53  until  1872 — and  on  his  retirement  he  was 
presented  with  an  address  engrossed  on  vellum.  He  wTas  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  Synagogue,  subscribed  liberally  to  its  funds,  and 
sought  in  every  manner  and  at  all  times  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
congregation.  He  presented  to  the  Jews'  College  some  of  the  book- 
cases that  belonged  to  Lord  Macaulay.  At  the  formation  of  the 
United  Synagogue,  in  1868,  Mr.  Keeling  ardently  supported  the 
proposal  that  the  Western  should  join  the  Union.  He  took  active 
steps  to  bring  about  the  amalgamation.  The  opposition,  however,  was 
so  strong  that  he  did  not  succeed ;  and  there  is  still  some  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  members  of  the  congregation  on  the  subject  of 
union.  He  was  also  associated  with  the  Synagogue  in  Great  Port- 
land Street,  where,  in  1857,  ne  was  appointed  Chasan  Torah.  His 
election  as  a  churchwarden  of  a  City  parish,  in  1854,  created  a 
sensation  at  the  time.  In  1858  he  was  re-elected  as  Senior  Church- 
warden. The  name  of  the  firm  of  Keeling  and  Hunt  was  well  known, 
and  frequently  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  produce  markets. 
{Grocer,  Feb.  22nd,  March  1st,  1862.) 

Mrs.  Keeling — who  died  23rd  April,  1858 — bequeathed  ^"50  to 
the  Western  Synagogue,  and  a  like  amount  to  the  Westminster  Jews' 
Free  School,  both  sums  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  an  endow- 
ment fund. 

On  13th  February,  1859,  a  deputation  from  the  Western  Synagogue 
attended  the  Chief  Rabbi,  and  represented  to  him  the  unsatisfactory 
financial  position  of  the  Synagogue,  attributing  the  position  to  the 
diminishing  interest  of  the  members  in  the  mode  of  worship  as 
conducted  there,  and  to  ask  him  to  sanction  in  their  Synagogue  the 
alterations  permitted  by  him  in  Portland  Street.  The  Chief  Rabbi 
declined  to  give  his  consent  unless  a  branch  Synagogue  was  created  ; 
whereupon,  under  the  title  of  "  Changes  in  the  Synagogues,"  there  was 
a  long  correspondence  in  the  Jewish  Press  (March,  1859).  Mr.  H.  L. 
Keeling  wrote  on  4th  March  :  "  It  is  admitted  that  if  the  concession 
similar  to  the  Portland  Street  Synagogue  had  been  made  earlier,  the 
Margaret  Street  Synagogue  [Reform]  would  not  have  been  required." 
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On  14th  April,  1859,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Western  Synagogue,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Keeling,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Israel  Russell,  that  it  be  represented  to  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr.  N. 
M.  Adler,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  interests  of  the 
congregation  will  be  religiously  and  financially  improved  by  dividing 
the  Sabbath  and  Festival  Service,  in  character  with  that  sanctioned 
by  him  at  the  Synagogue,  Great  Portland  Street.  The  meeting  was 
adjourned  to  16th  May,  when  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  12,  and  the  following  amendment  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  27 
to  14  :  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  inexpedient  to  divide 
or  otherwise  alter  the  present  mode  of  conducting  Divine  Worship  in 
the  Western  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place." 

Mr.  Keeling  lived  to  reach  his  75th  year.  He  died  on  10th  May, 
1880,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Western  Synagogue  at 
Brompton  on  Thursday,  13th  May,  1880.  He  was  respected  and 
honoured  for  his  liberal  action  in  all  matters  relating  to  Judaism.  He 
supported  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Western  Synagogue  in  favour 
of  progress  and  reform  in  all  Jewish  affairs.  He  was  Treasurer 
of  the  Westminster  Jews'  Free  School  (May,  i860),  and  of  the  Jews' 
Hospital,  Mile  End,  and  was  intimately  associated  with  all  philanthropic 
and  educational  movements  promoted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jews. 

The  Rev.  Israel  A.  Levy  delivered  two  lectures  before  the 
Manchester  New  Hebrew  Congregation  in  1846,  and  was  their  secre- 
tary in  1847.  On  31st  March,  1849,  he  lectured  in  the  Birmingham 
Synagogue,  and  on  28th  April  following  in  the  Great  Synagogue, 
London.  On  the  4th  August.  1849,  he  delivered  his  first  lecture  in 
the  Western  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place,  and  in  the  following 
November  he  acted  as  Secretary  to  the  Synagogue.  In  185 1  he  became 
assistant  minister;  and  on  his  resignation  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lesser  acted 
as  Second  Reader  until  1874,  wnen  the  Rev.  L.  Canter  was  elected.  The 
Rev.  I.  A.  Levy  is  now  the  minister  of  the  Hull  Hebrew  Congregation. 

Mr.  Moses  Russell  and  his  family  were  active  members :  Mr. 
Henry  Russell,  the  composer,  attended  the  Synagogue  when  in  London, 
and  his  brother  Mr.  Israel  Russell,  as  already  stated,  was  an  ardent 
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supporter  of  the  Reform  movement,  and  indeed  of  every  movement  that 
tended  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  wrote  in  May, 
1859,  on  the  Blood  accusations.  In  a  letter  written  on  21st  June,  1850, 
he  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Alderman  Salomons  had  just  presented  a 
beautifully  painted  eight-leaved  screen  to  the  Corporation  of  London, 
representing  George  III.  visiting  the  City  in  1789,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Beckford,  presenting  the  Sword  of  State  at  Temple  Bar.  Mr.  Moses 
Russell  died  on  11th  March,  1857. 

In  the  Retrospect  of  the  year  5610  (1850)  it  was  stated  that  "  the 
Western  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place,  is  not  yet  extricated  from 
its  pecuniary  difficulties;  and  religious  discourses  are  very  scarce." 
The  statement  was  true.  At  this  time  some  members  of  the  Syna- 
gogue determined  to  take  steps  to  change  the  state  of  things.  Mr.  B. 
Solomons,  of  Albemarle  Street,  and  others  at  his  suggestion,  met 
together  to  consider  the  state  of  affairs.  An  acting  committee  was 
appointed.  A  meeting  was  held  at  which  the  younger  members  of  the 
families  associated  with  the  Synagogue  were  exhorted,  in  earnest  and 
almost  passionate  language,  to  assist  in  maintaining  it.  There  was 
some  very  energetic  action,  which  produced  beneficial  results.  On 
9th  March,  1851,  at  a  meeting  of  the  members,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  to  office  : — 

Wardens. 

Messrs.  H.  L.  Keeling,  B.  Woolf,  L.  H.  Braham,  S.  Aarons. 
Committee  of  five  past  officers. 
Messrs.  A.  Goldsmid,  S.  A.  Hart,  R.A.,  S.  Solomon,  A.  Davis, 

B.  Solomons. 
Overseer. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Jones. 
General  Committee. 
Messrs.  P.  Benjamin,   S.  Isaacs,   S.  Hyam,   J.  Lamert,   J.  Simmons, 

L.  Marks,  H.  Jones. 
Auditors. 
Messrs.  J.  Dyte,  S.  A.  Kisch. 
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At  this  meeting  the  two  offices  of  Reader  and  Secretary  were 
declared  vacant  ;  and  on  Sunday,  13th  April,  185 1,  the  Synagogue, 
which  had  been  closed  for  repairs  and  redecoration,  was  consecrated. 
Amongst  those  present  were  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr.  N.  M.  Adler,  Revs. 
A.  Levy  and  A.  Barnett,  Dayanim  ;  Revs.  Abraham  Belais,  S.  Ascher, 
D.  W.  Marks,  M.  H.  Myers,  H.  Holtzel ;  and  Sir  Moses  Montefiore, 
Bart.,  Dr.  Benisch,  Dr.  Scheyer,  Messrs.  Z.  A.  Jessel,  S.  L.  De  Symons, 
Aaron  Joseph,  J.  M.  Johnson,  Lewis  Nathan,  Barnett  Myers  and  Judah 
Solomon.  The  Rev.  A.  Barnett  of  the  New  Synagogue  officiated,  and 
the  choir  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Moss.  The  ceremony  usual  on  such 
occasions  was  performed.  The  curtain  before  the  Ark  was  of  rich 
crimson  Genoa  velvet,  elaborately  embroidered  in  gold,  the  design 
being  a  massive  embroidered  crown,  the  Sepher  Torah  open,  with  the 
Ten  Commandments  embroidered,  with  two  Hebrew  words  forming  the 
year56n  (1851),  the  whole  surrounded  by  a  gold  wreath.  Under- 
neath, a  most  tasteful  garter,  gold  embroidered  on  blue,  with  the 
inscription,  "Presented  by  the  Ladies  of  the  Congregation."  The 
cover  of  the  reading-desk  was  made  to  match.  The  whole,  which  is  a 
specimen  of  workmanship  and  style,  was  designed  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch. 
"The  cost  of  the  curtain,  about  £60,  was  defrayed  by  subscription 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Mrs.  S.  Solomon,  of  Poland  Street,  aided 
and  assisted  by  the  ladies  of  the  congregation."  The  arrangements 
for  the  consecration  were  under  the  management  of  Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  of  consecration  a  banquet  was  given 
in  the  vestry-room,  Mr.  L.  H.  Braham  in  the  chair.  Mr.  S.  Solomon* 
proposed  the  health  of  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Mr.  John  Dyte  that  of  Sir 
Moses  Montefiore,  Mr.  S.  Aarons  the  Jewish  "  Clergy  "  (ministers), 
and  the  Rev.  Aaron  Levy  replied.  Mr.  Lazarus  Phillips  said  it  was 
through  the  exertions  of  the  wardens  and  overseers  that  the  Synagogue 
had  been  repaired  and  renovated.  Difficulties  and  hardships  almost 
insurmountable  had  been  overcome  ;  and  by  producing  harmony  among 

*  Mr.  Samuel  Solomon,  of  Poland  Street,  "  a  worthy,  benevolent  and  zealous 
member  of  the  congregation,"  died  3rd  January,  1857. 
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the  various  members,  they  had  the  gratification  of  introducing  peace 
into  the  House  of  God.  Mr.  B.  Woolf  congratulated  Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch, 
who  for  sixteen  months  had  exerted  himself  on  behalf  of  the  congre- 
gation. Of  his  father,  the  late  Mr.  Abraham  Kisch,  their  former 
Secretary,  he  spoke  in  eulogistic  terms  :  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  have  carried  out  their  affairs  without  the  late  Mr.  Kisch's  exertions, 
and  he  hoped  the  sons  might  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  so  good  a  man. 

A  picture  representing  the  consecration  on  this  occasion  appeared 
in  the  Illustrated  London  News  of  the  19th  April,  1851,  and  a  full 
and  detailed  report  appeared  in  the  Jewish  Chronicle,  16th  April,  1851. 

The  Rev.  Moss  B.  Levy  was  born  in  1824.  He  was  a  former 
pupil  of  the  Talmud  Torah  School,  and  at  the  age  of  19,  in  June,  1843, 
was  elected  Chazan  to  the  Brighton  Congregation.  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  Sir  Moses  Montefiore  and  others  he  was  elected  minister 
to  the  Western  Synagogue  in  the  year  1851,  and  died  6th  December, 
1873.  He  was  buried  at  the  Brompton  Jewish  Cemetery,  the  monu- 
ment over  his  grave  having  been  erected  by  the  members  of  the 
congregation. 

The  Rev.  M.  B.  Levy  delivered  his  farewell  sermon  at  the 
Brighton  Synagogue  on  Saturday,  13th  September,  185 1,  and  on  the 
following  day  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Synagogue  Chambers, 
Brighton,  when  he  was  presented  with  a  silver  salver  and  Kiddush 
cup.*  On  Friday  evening,  19th  September,  1851  (561 1),  as  the 
newly  elected  minister,  he  was  formally  installed  into  office  ;  at  the 
same  time  the  Rev.  I.  A.  Levy  was  formally  inducted  into  office  as 
assistant  minister  and  secretary.  After  the  Evening  Service,  refresh- 
ments were  provided  in  the  vestry-room,  to  which  the  recently  elected 
ministers  were  invited.  Mr.  H.  L.  Keeling,  the  presiding  Warden, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Jones  addressed  the  Company.f  On 
the  following  (Saturday)  morning,  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Levy  read  the 

*  On  16th  May,  1858,  the  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue  presented  the 
Rev.  M.  B.  Levy  with  a  testimonial,  consisting  of  a  tea  and  coffee  service,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  to  the  Synagogue. 

t  Mr.  A.  G.  Jones,  of  29,  Soho  Square,  died  1st  May,  1857. 
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whole  of  the  service  and  the  Torah,  and  delivered  a  sermon  on  the 
"  Free  Agency  of  Man,"  taking  his  text  from  Deut.  xxx.  15.  The 
Wardens  at  this  period  (1851-52)  were  Messrs.  B.  Woolf,  H.  L.  Keeling, 
-J.  W.  Solomon,  and  L.  Marks  (Treasurer).  In  this  year,  in  the  report 
(14th  November,  1851)  of  the  Western  Jews'  Free  School,  an  earnest 
appeal  is  made  to  the  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue  for  support.* 

After  the  Rev.  I.  A.  Levy  resigned,  the  Rev.  John  Chapman 
(in  1867-68)  became  associated  with  the  Synagogue.  On  the  28th 
February,  1868,  it  was  announced,  "that  the  early  services  at  the 
Western  Synagogue  on  Sabbaths  and  Festivals  will  terminate  at 
10  o'clock;  they  will  be  resumed  at  io'i5,  and  a  sermon  delivered  on 
each  occasion  by  the  Revs.  M.  B.  Levy  and  John  Chapman." 

The  Rev.  J.  Lesser  became  connected  with  the  Synagogue  in 
1852,  having  previously  been  associated  with  the  Great  Synagogue. 
At  this  time  the  "bass  and  singer"  had  been -superseded,  and  a 
choir  established.  '  Mr.  Lesser  joined  the  choir,  which  had  now  become 
efficient.  Subsequently  he  acted  as  Second  Reader,  and  so  continued 
until  1874.  Shortly  afterwards  (in  December,  1875)  he  became  Reader 
at  the  Dalston  Synagogue,  Poets'  Road,  which  office  he  still  occupies. 
Although  previous  to  1870  Mr.  Lesser  had  relinquished  the  position 
of  Second  Reader  at  the  Western  Synagogue,  he  still  continued  to 
officiate,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  the  Committee  specially 
recognised  his  services.  Mr.  Lesser  officiated  as  Second  Reader,  pro 
tern.,  on  the  reopening  in  September,  1870. 

Mr.  Myer  Solomon  presented  elaborately  worked  curtains  for  the 
Ark,  and  coverings  for  the  reading-desks,  and  other  Synagogue  appur- 
tenances. Mrs.  Myer  Solomon  presented  two  ormolu  candelabra  with 
stadios,  for  the  Nir  Tamid,  which  were  exhibited  at  the  Anglo-Jewish 
Historical  Exhibition  in  1887  (nos-  1381-82). 

On  Sunday,  13th  September,  1857  (5617),  the  Western  Synagogue 
was  "re-consecrated"  after  having  undergone  complete  renovation. 

*  Professor  D.  W.  Marks,  speaking  at  the  anniversary  dinner  of  the  West- 
minster Jews'  Free  School  in  May,  1858,  referred  to  the  Revs.  A.  L.  Green,  M.  B.  Levy 
and  himself  as  having  been  pupils  at  the  Jews'  Free  School  in  Bell  Lane,  Spitalfields. 
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The  Rev.  M.  B.  Levy  officiated,  the  ceremonial  used  on  such  occa- 
sions being  followed.  The  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr.  N.  M.  Adler,  preached 
a  sermon  from  the  text  i  Samuel  i.  12-14.  Mr.  Moss  composed 
the  music  for  the  occasion,  and  conducted  the  choir  in  person.*  Old 
members  will  read  with  mixed  feelings  that  "  the  offerings  announced 
towards  the  repair  of  the  Synagogue,  together  with  those  of  Kippur 
last,  amounted  to  six  hundred  pounds."  The  architect  under  whose 
direction  and  supervision  the  repairs  were  effected  was  Mr.  H.  H.  Collins, 
who  is  still  living.  In  the  Jewish  Chronicle  and  Hebrew  Observer, 
2nd  October,  1857,  Mr.  N.  H.  Salamons,  of  4,  Upper  Bedford  Place, 
Russell  Square,  repeats,  from  the  original  Tekanah,  the  story  of  the 
origin  of  the  Western  Synagogue.  On  Wednesday,  7th  October, 
1857,  a  special  service  was  held  in  the  Synagogue  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  sufferers  by  the  Indian  Mutiny — exactly  forty  years 
ago.  The  Executive  Committee  then  were  Messrs.  Ephraim  Mosely, 
Judah  Solomon,  Solomon  Benjamin,  and  Lawrence  Phillips,  who  were 
specially  thanked  for  their  many  exertions  in  superintending  the  repairs 
of  the  Synagogue  ;  and,  as  a  reward  for  their  unremitting  attention  to 
all  matters  relating  to  the  interests  of  the  congregation,  they  were 
politely  requested  to  continue  in  their  respective  offices. 

On  3rd  July,  1858,  Mr.  Israel  Barned  died,  aged  83  ;  he  left  a 
legacy  of  ^500  to  the  Western  Synagogue. 

The  Synagogue,  having  been  again  closed  for  repairs,  was  reopened 
on  Sunday  18th  September,  1870  (22nd  Elul,  5630).  On  this  occasion 
the  repairs  and  decorations  were  effected  at  the  sole  expense  of 
Mr.  Moss  Isaacs.  The  service  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  N.  M. 
Adler,  Chief  Rabbi,  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Levy,  minister  and  secretary, 
Rev.  J.  Lesser,  Second  Reader  pro  tern. 

Wardens :  Mr.  Henry  L.  Keeling  and  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Abraham. 
Treasurer:  Mr.  Lewis  Jacobs. 

*  Mr.  Mathew  Moss  was  choirmaster  for  many  years  in  the  Western  Synagogue. 
He  died  on  22nd  April,  1868,  at  25,  Store  Street,  Bedford  Square,  London,  aged  73, 
"  deeply  lamented  by  his  sorrowing  wife,  children  and  friends." 
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Overseer  :  Mr.  Myer  Harris. 
Committee. 


Mr.  Solomon  Benjamin, 
Frederick  Davis, 
Moss  Davis, 
Albert  Eskell, 
David  Isaacs, 
Moss  Isaacs, 
S.  A.  Kisch, 


Mr.  Morris  Lazarus, 
Lewis  Marks, 
,,    Ernest  Oppenheim, 
„    M.  Pillischer, 
„    F.  S.  D.  Phillips, 
,,    S.  J.  Simmons, 
Leon  Solomon. 


The  architect  was  Mr.  Daniel  Hayton  ;  the  music  was  composed 
and  the  choir  conducted  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Mombach  of  the  Great  Syna- 
gogue. On  this  occasion  the  Western  Synagogue,  true  to  its  traditions, 
invited  the  Rev.  Chacham  Dr.  Artom  (Portuguese  Synagogue),  Rev. 
Professor  D.  W.  Marks  (Reform  Synagogue),  and  the  Dayanim,  to  take 
part  in  the  service,  and  these  gentlemen  were  present. 

Instead  of  the  old  gas  chandeliers  and  burners,  and  the  three 
massive  brass  candelabra  with  their  heavy  chains,  which  formerly 
adorned  the  building,  three  ornamental  sunlights  were  substituted. 
Mr.  S.  W.  Waley,  warden  of  the  Reform  congregation,  attended  the 
Service  by  invitation,  and  also  the  Rev.  A.  Lowy.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lesser, 
Second  Reader  pro  te7n.,  intoned  the  Psalm  on  the  sixth  circuit.  The 
Sepharim  were  carried  in  the  procession  by  the  Chief  Rabbi, 
Dr.  N.  M.  Adler,  Dr.  H.  Adler,  the  honorary  officers,  Professor 
Marks,  Rev.  A.  Lowy,  Rev.  A.  L.  Green,  and  several  members  of  the 
Committee. 

A  special  "p3t£>  was  read,  which  is  printed  at  pages  12  and  13 
of  the  Order  of  Service,  in  honour  of  "  Moss  Isaacs,  who  in  a  spirit  of 
pious  liberality  has  repaired  and  embellished  this  Synagogue.  The 
Lord  bless  him  and  all  belonging  to  him,  may  He  preserve  him  from 
distress  and  sorrow,  may  He  prosper  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  vouch- 
safe unto  him  length  of  days  in  joy  and  happiness,  Amen."  The 
Hebrew  form  of  this  prayer  is  extremely  fine.  A  Hebrew  ode  was 
then  chanted,  of  which  the  seventh  and  last  stanza  may  here  be 
repeated. 
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-\my  ^mt£p  /idjd  Dm 
rv^N  man  ns  Dnjrorr 
1H3D0  Tjnv  b»  nam  p-n 

The  ode  was  composed  by  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr.  N.  M.  Adler,  for 
the  consecration  of  the  New  Central  Synagogue,  Great  Portland  Street, 
in  April,  1870.    It  was  paraphrased  by  Michael  Henry. 

Mr.  Moss  Isaacs,  on  20th  November,  1870,  was  presented  with  a 
testimonial,  being  a  series  of  resolutions  written  on  vellum,  thanking 
him  for  having  repaired  and  redecorated  the  Western  Synagogue  at  his 
sole  cost.    He  died  on  9th  September,  [889. 

Sir  Francis  Goldsmid,  Bart.,  O.C.,  M. P.,  attended  the  Synagogue, 
and  delivered  a  lecture.  Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  Bart.,  frequently 
visited  the  Western  Synagogue  when  residing  in  Park  Lane,  and 
generally  attended  the  Mincha  service  on  Saturday  afternoons.  He 
was  present  on  25th  June,  1859,  when  the  Chief  Rabbi  delivered  a 
discourse,  taking  his  text  from  Numbers  xvi.  5. 

Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart.,  M.P.,  is  a  member  of  the  Synagogue, 
and  frequently  attends.  Mr.  Louis  Samuel,  the  father  of  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu,  and  the  grandfather  of  the  President  of  the  Synagogue, 
Mr.  Stuart  M.  Samuel,  J. P.,  was  a  member.  The  parents  of  Sir 
S.  Montague  are  buried  in  the  Cemetery  at  Brompton. 

At  this  time  (1870)  there  were  upwards  of  two  hundred  members, 
including  Sir  David  Salomons,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Viscount  Stern  (who  died 
in  1877),  and  Colonel  Joel  Ellis.  Other  members  were  Mr.  John  Dyte, 
Mr.  Henry  Dyte,  Prof.  S.  A.  Hart,  R.A.,  Mr.  Julius  Sax,  Mr.  Solomon 
Benjamin  and  Mr.  David  Benjamin,  Mr.  F.  Berger,  Mr.  L.  H.  Braham, 
Mr.  Frederick  Davis  (then  of  Wimpole  Street,  Cavendish  Square), 
Mr.  David  Davis,  of  Blackheath,  Mr.  L.  Emanuel,  Mr.  B.  E.  Emrik, 
Mr.  Joseph  Grunebaum,  Mr.  L.  Hart,  Mr.  Myer  Harris,  Mr.  N.  Harris, 
Mr.  L.  Harris,  Mr.  B.  Engel,  Mr.  John  Coleman  Isaac,  of  Wardour 
Street  and  Gordon  Street,  Mr.  Moss  Isaacs,  Mr.  David  Isaacs, 
Mr.  D.  Jacobs,  Mr.  P.  D.  Jacobs,  Mr.  A.  Jacobs,  of  the  Haymarket ; 
Mr.  M  oses   Jacobs  of  Charles  Street,  Soho,  one  of  the  original 
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trustees  of  the  Synagogue  ;  Mr.  Abraham  Joseph,  Major  Salomons, 
Mr.  Lewis  Jacobs,  Mr.  M.  Jewell,  Mr.  S.  Jewell,  Mr.  Henry  Jones  and 
Mr.  E.  A.  Jones,  Mr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  of  Castle  Street,  Holborn,  Mr.  B. 
Kesner,  Mr.  H.  L.  Keeling,  Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch  and  Mr.  J.  Lamert. 
Mr.  Lewis  Lazarus  (Lakish)  was  a  member  whose  life  was  devoted  to 
the  Synagogue,  and  he  was  also  active  in  the  interest  of  the  Western 
Jewish  Free  School.  He  read  the  early  service  on  the  Selicoth  days  ; 
he  "called  out"  the  Tekioth  for  the  sounding  of  the  Shofar,  and  was  in 
every  sense  of  the  word  an  assistant  Reader.  His  place  was  frequently 
by  the  side  of  those  stricken  with  illness,  and  the  dying.  At  all  times, 
and  at  all  hours,  evening,  morning,  and  noon,  he  was  performing  the 
pious  duty  of  attending  patients  in  the  last  solemn  moments  of  life, 
performing  the  last  offices  for  those  who  had  passed  away,  comforting 
the  afflicted  mourners,  and  offering  the  healing  balm  of  consolation  to 
the  fatherless. 

Other  members  were  Mr.  S.  Lawrence,  Mr.  M.  Lazarus,  of  Hem- 
mings  Row,  Mr.  Leon  Levy,  Mr.  B.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Loewe,  Mr.  A.  D. 
Loewenstark,  Mr.  M.  Lyon,  Mr.  L.  Lyon,  Mr.  S.  Lyon,  Mr.  Lewis 
Marks,  Mr.  E.  Marks,  Mr.  E.  Moses  and  Mr.  L.  Moses.  Mr.  Isaac 
Salaman  and  family  were  members  of  the  Synagogue,  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  it.  Mr.  Nathan  Salaman  was  an  active  member  and 
supporter;  and  another  son,  Mr.  Myer  Salaman,  who  died  in  April, 
1896,  was  for  some  time  associated  with  the  Synagogue.  These  names 
will  ever  be  remembered  for  large-hearted  philanthropy  and  unosten- 
tatious benevolence.  All  the  members  of  Mr.  I.  Salaman's  family  were 
intimately  associated  with  the  Western  Synagogue.  Mr.  C.  Nathan 
and  family,  of  Leicester  Square,  were  members.  Mr.  Nathan  lent  to  the 
Synagogue  a  small  Sepher,  with  very  fine  covering  and  bells.  He  carried 
it  round  the  Synagogue  every  year  on  the  day  of  Rejoicing  of  the  Law  ; 
and  everyone  present  watched  him  as  he  passed  round,  and  observed 
the  very  small  scroll  of  the  Law.    On  his  death  it  reverted  to  his  family. 

Mr.  Leopold  Neumegen,  of  Kew,  was  a  member.  He  will  be 
remembered  as  a  great  Hebraist,  and  as  the  early  teacher  of  Sir 
George  Jessel,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  attended  his  school,  kept  at 
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Highgate  and  Kew,  when  a  boy.  The  late  Professor  Sylvester  was 
also  his  pupil.  Many  of  Mr.  Neumegen's  Hebrew  compositions  will 
be  found  in  the  early  numbers  of  the  Jewish  Chronicle  and  Voice  of 
Jacob.  Mr.  Neumegen  died  8th  April,  1875,  ar>d  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Queen's  Elm,  Brompton.  Mr.  L.  Phillips,  Mr.  M.  Norden, 
Mr.  G.  Norden,  and  Mr.  D.  Norden  were  also  members.  Mr.  E. 
Oppenheim  was  Treasurer,  and  did  great  and  good  service  for  the 
Synagogue,  as  this  narrative  indicates.  Mr.  F.  S.  D.  Phillips  also 
served  various  offices,  and  was  an  active  and  influential  member.  The 
members  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Rees,  of  Hanway  Street,  were  staunch 
friends  from  the  earliest  date.  Mr.  Abraham  Rees,  Mr.  D.  Rees, 
and  Mr.  P.  Rees  were  closely  identified  with  Denmark  Court  and 
St.  Alban's  Place.  Mr.  M.  Pillischer  and  Mr.  Wertheimer,  of  Bond 
Street,  wrere  members,  and  presented  from  time  to  time  Synagogue 
appurtenances,  unp  ^3  and  ttfip  nia  as  they  were  formerly  called. 
Carrying  on  the  traditions,  it  is  gratifying  to  add  the  name  of 
Mr.  J.  P.  Salomons,  of  Upper  Wimpole  Street.  Mr.  H.  Samuel, 
Mr.  A.  Silverston,  and  Mr.  H.  Selim  were  also  members.  Mr.  Leon 
Solomon,  of  Dawlish,  was  at  this  time  a  member,  and  a  liberal  supporter. 
He  always  gave,  yearly,  the  large  candles  burnt  on  Kippur,  and  at 
his  death  bequeathed  to  the  Western  Synagogue  a  mantle  for  the 
Scroll  of  the  Law.  It  was  bullion  on  green  velvet,  and  it  had  a 
heraldic  design,  with  Tablets  of  the  Law  in  the  centre.  It  was 
exhibited  at  the  Great  Exhibition  in  1851,  and  was  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  R.  Abraham  and  Sons,  the  embroiderers,  formerly  of  Lisle 
Street.  The  mantle  was  subsequently  exhibited  at  the  Anglo-Jewish 
Historical  Exhibition  in  1887. 

At  this  period  (1870)  Mr.  John  Solomon,  of  Northumberland 
Terrace,  Regent's  Park  Road,  was  a  member,  and  Mr.  W.  Styer  and 
Mr.  S.  Van  Raalte  figure  in  the  list.  The  members  of  the  Simmons 
family  occupy  a  large  place  in  the  history  of  this  Synagogue. 
Mr.  J.  Simmons,  Mr.  B.  Simmons,  Mr.  A.  Simmons,  Mr.  S.  J.  Simmons, 
Mr.  M.  Simmons,  Mr.  H.  Simmons  were  prominent  persons,  they  were 
Cohanim,  who  uttered  the  benediction,  and  through  them  the  congrega- 
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tion  were  blessed.  Every  respect  was  offered  to  so  distinguished  a 
family.  They  were  elected  to  various  offices  ;  and  Mr.  S.  J.  Simmons  not 
only  held  office,  but  was  a  Trustee  for  the  Synagogue.  Mr.  S.  Vallen- 
tine  is  a  well-known  member,  a  regular  attendant,  liberal  contributor, 
and  ever  ready  to  assist,  and  give  the  Synagogue  the  benefit  of  a 
ripe  experience.  Mr.  Isaac  Vallentine  died  on  3rd  February,  1868. 
A  memoir  written  by  Mr.  S.  Vallentine  was  published  in  the 
Almanack  for  1868-69,  and  reprinted  in  the  Jewish  Chronicle  of 
1 8th  September,  1868. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Woolf  held  office  for  many  years,  and  his  sons 
were  also  members  ;  one  son,  the  lamented  Sidney  Woolf,  Q.C., 
taking  very  great  interest  in  the  management  of  the  Synagogue. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Woolf,  "  a  charitable  man  of  upright  character,  who  for 
many  years  had  zealously  acted  as  Warden  of  the  Congregation,  and 
had  taken  an  energetic  part  in  the  management  of  the  Westminster 
Jews'  Free  School,"  died  28th  October,  1870,  aged  62.  Other 
members  of  the  Synagogue  were  Mr.  Alexander  Davis,  of  the  Strand, 
Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  A.  Eskell,  and  Mr.  D.  Davis,  of  Jermyn  Street,  who 
attended  every  service,  and  whose  reading  of  the  Kinnoth  on  the 
9th  of  Ab  is  well  remembered,  especially  the  dirge,  where  the  com- 
parison is  drawn  between  the  departure  from  Egypt  and  the  departure 
from  Jerusalem. 

The  Rev.  A.  B.  Davis,  the  Head  Master  of  the  Western  Jewish 
Free  School,  was,  of  course,  associated  with  the  Synagogue.  He 
occasionally  read  portions  of  the  service,  and  gave  lectures.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  minister  of  the  Portsmouth  congregation,  and 
then  he  received  a  call  to  Kingston,  Jamaica.  He  preached  at 
Brighton,  19th  October,  1 85 1 ,  at  Kingston,  7th  August,  1854.  He 
left  England  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  an  onerous  position  in  Jamaica, 
and  was  subsequently  appointed  Chief  Minister  and  Lecturer  to  the 
Synagogue  in  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Australia,  where  he  now 
(1897)  ministers  to  the  religious  wants  of  that  community.  In 
1873,  on  the  establishment  of  a  Beth  Din  for  the  Colony  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Davis  was  appointed  one  of  its  members. 
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He  is  the  author  of  "  Forms  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Jewish  Faith  " 
(1870),  and  other  works  on  religion.  An  active  and  useful  member 
of  the  Anglo-Jewish  body,  he  has  carried  with  him  to  the  southern 
hemisphere  those  qualities  which  make  the  Jewish  minister. 

Mr.  Lang  was  Hebrew  teacher  at  the  Westminster  jews'  Free 
School  in  1858,  and  was  a  very  regular  attendant  at  the  Synagogue, 
accompanying  the  scholars,  and  having  them  under  his  control.  He 
occasionally  read  the  Psalms  at  the  afternoon  service  on  9th  of  Ab. 

Miss  Louisa  Israel  was  for  forty-two  years  Hebrew  Governess 
at  the  Western  Jews'  Free  School.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Western  Synagogue,  and  regularly  attended.  She  died  on  15th  April, 
1895,  ar,d  was  huried  in  the  Jewish  Cemetery,  Edmonton. 

A  distinguished  seat-holder  in  the  Western  Synagogue,  St. 
Alban's  Place,  was  Miss  Hannah  de  Rothschild,  daughter  of  the  late 
Baron  Meyer  de  Rothschild.  She  was  born  on  27th  July,  185  1,  and 
was  married  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery  in  1878.  To  whatever  other 
Synagogue  she  belonged,  it  is  beyond  doubt  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Western  Synagogue,  as  were  also  other  members  of  her  family. 
After  the  birth  of  each  of  her  children  she  visited  the  St.  Alban's 
Place  Synagogue,  and  on  each  occasion  she  was  attended  by  the 
Rev.  L.  Canter,  the  minister.  On  her  return  from  Australia  she 
attended  the  service  for  three  consecutive  Sabbaths.  Her  presence 
in  the  Synagogue  led  to  a  curious  result.  On  one  occasion  she 
expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  choir,  and  said  that  the  choir  in 
the  Melbourne  Synagogue  was  better.  In  the  result  she  sent  a  piano 
to  the  Western  Synagogue  for  the  assistance  of  the  choir  in  their 
practice.  She  contributed  during  her  lifetime  ,£25  on  every  Day  of 
Atonement  in  memory  of  her  parents,  and  when  the  Western  Synagogue 
was  closed  in  1879  for  repairs  she  contributed  200  guineas  towards 
the  cost.  This  was  obtained  through  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Frederick 
Davis,  to  whom  the  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue  are  indebted 
for  much  valuable  aid  and  assistance  in  the  time  of  need.  Lady 
Rosebery  continued  a  member  to  the  date  of  her  death,  which 
occurred  on  Wednesday,   19th  November,   1890.    She  was  buried 
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at  Willesden  Jewish  Cemetery,  in  the  Rothschild  family  plot  of  ground. 
At  the  funeral  the  Western  Synagogue  was  represented  by  the  ministers 
the  Revs.  L.  Canter  and  H.  Davids,  and  Mr.  Myer  Harris  and  the 
other  honorary  officers. 

The  name  of  Mr.  L.  H.  Braham  repeatedly  occurs  in  these  pages. 
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On  one  occasion  he  did  great  service  to  the  Synagogue.  On  the  west 
side  of  St.  Alban's  Place,  immediately  opposite  the  Synagogue, 
is  situated  the  Junior  United  Service  Club.  The  club  authorities 
desired  to  raise  their  building,  and  finding  it  might  interfere  with  the 
light,  they  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Synagogue.    A  friendly  discussion 
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took  place  :  amicable  negotiations  ensued,  and  in  the  result  the  club 
handed  the  Synagogue  a  handsome  amount  of  money  for  any  possible 
injury  that  might  be  done  by  the  proposed  new  buildings.  Mr.  Lewis 
H.  Braham  conducted  the  negotiations  on  behalf  of  the  Synagogue, 
acting  as  their  honorary  solicitor.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Lewis 
Davis  as  hon.  solicitor.  He,  too,  has  conducted  to  a  satisfactory 
termination  many  important  transactions  in  the  interest  of  the  Syna- 
gogue, and  is  another  of  the  many  illustrations  that  the  records  of  this 
Synagogue  present  of  the  sons  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  fathers, 
clinging  with  tenacity  to  the  ancient  Synagogue  that  has  a  history 
worthy  to  take  its  place  in  the  annals  of  Anglo-Jewish  life ;  and 
appealing,  it  is  hoped  not  in  vain,  to  the  present  generation  still  to 
maintain  their  connection  with  the  Western  Synagogue. 

Other  names  pass  :  Mr.  J.  Ely,  Mr.  George  Phillips  and  Mr. 
Charles  Phillips  from  Jamaica  ;  Mr.  Isaac  Levy,  who  died  in  1853  ;  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1848,  sister  of  Mr.  Henry  Russell,  and 
daughter  of  Mr.  Moses  Russell  ;  Mr.  Nathan  Defries,  Mr.  Nathan 
Lewis  of  Barnes,  Mr.  Zadok  Jesel,  Mr  Solomon  Levy,  Mr.  Crawcour, 
Mr.  Solomon  Cohen,  Mr.  James  Davis,  MY.  Sampson,  of  Oxenden  Street, 
Mr.  Solomon,  of  Westminster,  and  many  others. 

Dr.  Artom,  the  Chacham  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  congre- 
gation, preached  at  the  Western  Synagogue  on  28th  June,  1873. 

The  Rev.  L.  Canter,  Second  Reader,  was  elected  Secretary  in  the 
place  of  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Levy,  13th  March,  1874.  He  held  the  office 
of  Second  Reader  and  Secretary  until  1894,  when  he  resigned.  His 
services  to  the  Synagogue  were  recognised  by  the  members,  who 
presented  him  with  a  testimonial. 

On  20th  March,  1874,  ^e  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Jewish 
Press,  declaring  a  vacancy  for  First  Reader  and  Lecturer.  The 
following  were  the  candidates,  with  the  dates  when  they  read  in  the 
Western  Synagogue  :— 

Rev.  P.  Benny...        ...        ...        ...    2nd  May,  1874. 

Rev.  B.  Berliner    9th  May,  1874. 

Mr.  M.  Haines    16th  May,  1874. 
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Rev.  S.  H.  Harris 
Rev.  B.  Spiers ... 


30th  May,  1874. 
6th  June,  1874. 


The  election  was  held  on  Sunday,  5th  July,  1874.  Of  the  five 
candidates,  Mr.  Marcus  Haines  was  the  only  one  who  was  not  a 
"  Reverend,"  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  proceedings  (roth 
July,  1874).  A  very  curious  question  was  raised,  because  the  eccle- 
siastical authorities  refused  their  consent  to  anyone  being  appointed 
without  previous  examination  ;  and  Mr.  Marcus  Haines  having  been 
elected,  it  was  obvious  what  would  happen.  The  Jewish  Chronicle 
emphasises  the  position  in  these  words,  "Another  triumph  for  the  Jews' 
Free  School,"  and  adds  that  the  Rev.  L.  Canter,  the  Second  Reader 
and  Secretary,  was  also  a  pupil  and  a  teacher  at  the  Jews'  Free  School. 
An  important  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue  was 
held,  at  which  strong  views  were  expressed  to  the  effect  that  the 
ecclesiastical  authorities  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  election,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  allow  anyone  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
(practically)  elect  the  minister,  which  would  really  be  the  case  if  the 
candidate  chosen  by  the  members  were  to  be  examined  after  the 
election.  A  letter  signed  W.  J.,  the  well-known  initials  of  the  late 
Mr.  Walter  Josephs,  produced  a  great  effect :  in  the  result  Mr.  Haines 
passed  an  examination.  The  installation  took  place  on  Friday,  4th 
September,  1874,  and  he  preached  his  first  regular  sermon  on  the 
5th  September,  taking  his  text  from  Deut.  xxx.  15,  "See,  I  have  set 
before  thee  this  day  life  and  good,  and  death  and  evil."  Mr.  Haines 
commenced  his  career  at  the  Great  Synagogue.  On  the  2nd  and 
3rd  January,  1874,  a  contemporary  notice  states  that  "Mr.  Haines, 
of  the  Jews'  Free  School,  officiated  at  the  Broad  Street  Syna- 
gogue, and  possesses  a  pleasing  tenor  voice."  He  was  minister  of 
the  Western  Synagogue  for  four  years  (1874-1878),  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  congregation  of  the  New  West  End  Synagogue 
that  has  been  formed  at  St.  Petersburg  Place.  Mr.  Haines  was 
elected  Reader  and  Secretary  of  the  New  West  End  Syna- 
gogue, which  was  opened  in  March  1879.    His  portrait  is  in  the 
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vestry-room  of  that  Synagogue.  Mr.  Haines  died  on  14th  December, 
1893. 

The  Western  Synagogue,  having  been  closed  for  repairs  and 
redecoration,  was  reopened  on  Friday,  12th  September,  1879.  New 
tessellated  pavement  was  laid  down.  The  cost  of  regilding  the  Ark 
was  borne  by  Mr.  Moss  Isaacs,  in  addition  to  his  munificent  donation 
towards  the  expense  of  redecoration.  On  this  occasion  the  installation 
took  place  of  the  new  minister,  the  Rev.  H.  Davids,  as  Chazan,  in 
succession  to  the  Rev.  Marcus  Haines. 

On  30th  December,  1883,  Mr.  Davids  made  application  for  leave 
to  offer  himself  as  candidate  for  the  office  of  First  Reader  of  the 
Central  Synagogue ;  the  application  was  granted. 

In  this  year  (1883)  tne  Western  Synagogue  presented  an  illu- 
minated address  to  Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  specially  and  gratefully 
acknowledging  "  the  interest  you  have  at  all  times  evinced  towards 
our  congregation."  (Signed)  S.  V.  Abraham,  Myer  Harris  (Wardens), 
Moss  Isaacs  (Treasurer),  E.  Loewe  (Overseer). 

On  the  9th  November,  1883,  an  announcement  was  made  in  the 
Jewish  Press,  that  the  following  six  gentlemen  would  lecture  on  certain 
specified  dates:  Dr.  H.  Adler,  Rev.  Dayan  Spiers,  Professor  D.  W. 
Marks,  Rev.  S.  Singer,  Rev.  B.  Berliner,  and  Mr.  A.  Ornstein.  This 
action  of  the  Western  Synagogue  was  regarded  as  a  step  "  which  will 
still  further  contribute  to  closing  the  gulf"  that  has  divided  the  Jewish 
community.  It  was  hoped  the  "  slender  thread  "  might  be  succeeded 
by  a  "  threefold  cord."  But  objections  having  been  raised  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  on 
Sunday,  18th  November,  1883,  and  on  the  23rd  the  following  announce- 
ment was  made  : — "  The  Wardens  hereby  give  notice  that  the  series 
of  sermons  announced  to  be  delivered  in  this  Synagogue  are  with- 
drawn." Articles  and  correspondence  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the 
Jewish  Press.  The  Western  Synagogue  contested  the  right  to  interfere, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Marks  had  been 
associated  with  the  St.  Alban's  Place  Synagogue  since  1832,  and 
had  on  several  occasions  taken  part  in  the  service ;  but  influential 
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counsel  prevailed,  and  the  Western  Synagogue  yielded.  "  Time 
and  reflection"  (said  Professor  Marks  in  1 8 7 1 )  "have  healed  many 
differences."  More  friendly  relations  now  exist,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
"golden  bridge"  will  soon  be  built  whereon  all  friends  will  meet. 

Dr.  S.  M.  Schiller  Szinessy,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  worshipped  in  the 
Synagogue.    Dr.  L.  Loewe,  of  Ramsgate,  also  occasionally  attended. 

The  Rev.  S.  Manne  assisted  in  the  service  in  the  choir  at  the 
Western  Synagogue  in  1885.  In  1888  he  was  Reader  at  the  New 
Dalston  Synagogue.  In  1891  he  took  part  in  the  service  held  in  the 
Great  Synagogue  on  the  installation  of  the  present  Chief  Rabbi, 
Dr.  Hermann  Adler,  and  was  appointed  First  Reader  at  the  Hamp- 
stead  Synagogue  in  1892. 


The  Readers  have  been  : — 

Henry  Alexander. 
H.  Davids. 
Nathan  Defries. 
Tobias  Goodman. 
M.  Haines. 
Henry  A.  Henry. 

The  Preachers  have  been  : — 

Dr.  N.  M.  Adler,  Chief  Rabbi. 
Hermann  Adler,  ,, 
,,    B.  Artom,  Chacham. 
,,    A.  Benisch. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Beyfus. 

„    M.  H.  Bresslau. 
Rev.  L.  Canter. 
„    John  Chapman. 
„    A.  B.  Davis. 
Sir  Francis  Goldsmid,  Bart., 

Q.C.,  M.P., 
Rev.  Hermann  Gollancz,  M.A. 


Abraham  Kisch. 
Ansell  Leo. 
Simon  Leo. 
J.  Lesser. 
M.  B.  Levy. 
D.  W.  Marks.. 


Rabbi  Tobias  Goodman. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Henry. 
Mr.  Abraham  Hort. 
Rev.  M.  B.  Levy. 
Mr.  A.  A.  Lindo. 
Rev.  Isidore  Myers. 

„    S.  Singer. 
Dr.  Salomon. 
Mr.  H.  N.  Solomon. 

Myer  Solomon. 
Rev.  B.  Spiers  (Dayan). 
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Mr.  L.  Marks. 

S.  K.  Salaman. 
Hyman  Collins. 
,,    B.  Solomons. 


The  Treasurers  have  been  : — 

Mr.  L.  H.  Braham. 

E.  Oppenheim. 
,,    Moss  Isaacs. 
„    Lewis  Jacobs. 

E.  Loewe. 

Each  of  these  gentlemen  generously  aided  the  Synagogue  in  times 
of  stress,  and  their  example  has  been  followed  by  the  present  Overseer, 
Mr.  Jacobus,  whose  generosity  and  timely  assistance,  especially  on  a 
recent  occasion,  relieved  the  Synagogue  from  considerable  difficulty. 
Mr.  Joseph  Grunebaum  was  Overseer  in  1877-78,  and  Mr.  Julius  Sax 
was  Overseer  in  1889-90.  These  gentlemen  also  assisted  the  Syna- 
gogue when  help  was  needed. 


The  Secretaries  have  been  : — 
Rev.  L.  Canter. 
Mr.  S.  H.  Davids. 
,,    Abraham  Kisch. 


Mr.  S.  A.  Kisch. 
Rev.  I.  A.  Levy. 
„    M.  B.  Levy. 


The  Beadles  have  been: — 

Mr.  Moses  Raphael ;  his  sons 
Mr.  L.  Raphael  and 
Mr.  R.  Raphael. 

On  the  death  of  the  latter,  Mr.  M.  N.  Raphael,  another  son,  was 
appointed,  and  he  holds  the  position  at  the  present  time. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Raphael,  wife  of  Mr.  Moses  Raphael,  was  sextoness  ; 
she  was  succeeded  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hyams,  who  was  succeeded 
by  another  daughter,  Mrs.  E.  Hart.  The  family  of  Mr.  Moses  Raphael 
have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Synagogue  for  one  hundred  years,  and 
are  held  in  great  esteem  by  all  the  members  of  the  Western  Synagogue. 

The  beadle's  staff  of  the  Western  Synagogue,  silver  gilt,  bearing 
the  date  18 16,  was  exhibited  in  the  Anglo-Jewish  Historical  Exhibition 
(No.  593),  by  Mr.  M.  N.  Raphael. 

With  regard  to  the  keepers  of  the  burial-ground  :  in  the  olden 
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times,  after  a  funeral,  it  was  usual  to  "  set  the  watch,"  and  a  small 
house  on  wheels  was  used  for  the  purpose.  The  watcher  for  some 
time  was  Mr.  Kesner.  Mr.  Norden  was  keeper  of  the  ground  ;  and 
was  succeeded  at  Brompton  by  Mr.  Harris,  until  the  Brompton  ground 
was  closed,  as  above  stated.  When  the  new  cemetery  at  Edmonton 
was  opened,  Mr.  Harris  was  appointed  the  keeper  of  that  ground,  and 
is  the  present  occupant  of  the  office. 
In  1890  the  officers  were  : — 

Mr.  Myer  Harris  )  TJr  , 

J  >  Wardens. 

„    B.  Marcus  ) 

E.  Loewe,  Treasurer. 
J.  Jacobus,  Overseer. 

In  1896-97  the  officers  were  : — 

Mr.  Myer  Harris  )  „7  , 

J  \  Wardens. 

„   B.  Marcus  ) 
,,    E.  Loewe,  Treasurer. 
J.  Jacobus,  Overseer. 

The  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place,  has  naturally  required  repairing 
and  redecorating.    There  were  Consecration  Services  on  : — 

23rd  Elul,  5596  (1836). 
nth  Nisan,  561 1  (185  1). 
24th  Elul,  5617  (1857). 
26th  Elul,  5625  (1865). 
22nd  Elul,  5630  (1870). 
12th  Elul,  5639  (1879). 

The  Chief  Rabbis  (Duke's  Place  Synagogue)  have  been  : — 

(1)  R.  Uri  Phoebus  ben  R.  Hirz  Hamburger  (Aaron  Hart),  appointed 
1692,  died  1756. 

(2)  R.  Hirsch  Lobel  (Hart  Lyon),  appointed  1757,  resigned  1764. 

(3)  R.  David  Tevele  Schiff,  appointed  1765,  died  1792. 
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(4)  Rev.  Moses  Myers,  Chief  Rabbi  of  the  New  Synagogue, 
zn  una  ma,  died  18 14. 

[There  was  no  Chief  Rabbi  for  ten  years,  between  1792  and  1802. 
During  that  period  the  members  of  the  Great  Synagogue  availed 
themselves  of  the  services  of  the  Rabbi  of  the  New  Synagogue,  the 
Rev.  Moses  Myers.] 

(5)  Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Hirschell,  elected  1802,  died  1S42. 

(6)  Rev.  Dr.  Nathan  Marcus  Adler  (elected  December  1844,  in- 
stalled 1845,  died  1 89 1 ),  Chief  Rabbi  of  the  United  Hebrew 
Congregations  of  the  British  Empire.  There  is  a  picture  in 
the  Illustrated  London  News  of  21st  December,  1844,  of  the 
announcement  of  the  election  of  Chief  Rabbi. 

(7)  Rev.  Dr.  Hermann  Adler,  Delegate  Chief  Rabbi  1879,  elected 
Chief  Rabbi  of  the  United  Hebrew  Congregations  of  the  British 
Empire,  Thursday,  4th  June,  1891,  installed  Tuesday,  23rd  June, 
1 891. 

There  have  been  three  applications,  px  rather  attempts  made,  to 
unite  the  Western  with  the  United  Synagogue.  First  in  1872,  second 
in  1877,  and  the  third  in  1896. 

In  1880,  when  the  Western  Synagogue  contemplated  purchasing 
new  ground  for  a  cemetery,  they  approached  the  United  Synagogue 
through  their  then  presiding  warden,  Mr.  S.  V.  Abraham,  enquiring 
whether  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the  Western  Synagogue, 
"  whereby  the  funerals  in  connection  therewith  may  for  the  future  take 
place  in  the  burial-grounds  of  the  United  Synagogue,  and  further,  upon 
what  terms  such  arrangement  may  be  effected." 

No  arrangement  was  made,  and  the  ground  at  Edmonton  was 
purchased.  The  negotiations  fell  through,  because  the  United  Syna- 
gogue made  it  an  essential  condition  that  the  funerals  should  be 
conducted  at  the  cemetery  by  their  officials.  This  condition  the 
Western  declined  to  accept.  The  result  has  been  that  the  ground 
at  Edmonton  has  served  as  a  cemetery  for  the  members  of  the 
Federation,  Finsbury  Park,  South-East  London,  North-West  London, 
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and  Hackney  Synagogues.  There  were  and  are  large  numbers  of 
Jews  in  London  that  have  their  places  of  worship,  but  do  not  possess 
any  cemetery.  The  Western  Synagogue  afforded  them  facilities 
for  the  use  of  their  burial-ground,  whilst  enabling  them  to  preserve 
their  independence. 

"  They  who  are  dwellers  in  this  holy  place 
Must  needs  themselves  be  hallowed,  they  require 
No  benediction  from  the  stranger's  lips, 
For  they  are  blessed  already." 


'7i  nyn  my 
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ADDITIONAL  NOTES. 


Note  to  page  8,  line  24 : 

Sandby,  "  History  of  Royal  Academy,"  vol.  i.,  p.  33,  says  that  "  the  Society  of 
Arts  were  solicited  to  allow  the  artists  the  use  of  their  rooms,  at  that  time  in  the 
Strand,  opposite  Beaufort  Buildings." 

Note  to  page  8,  line  28  : 

"  Near  Ducking  Pond  Row,  within  the  parish  of  Bethnal  Green,  is  a  burial- 
ground  of  the  Dutch  Jews,  belonging  to  the  Synagogue  at  Bricklayers'  Hall,  in 
Leadenhall  Street."  [Lysons'  "  Environs  of  London,"  1795,  p.  37,  vol.  ii.  "  Old  and 
New  London,"  vol.  ii.,  p.  186,  contains  a  picture  of  Bricklayers'  Hall.] 

Note  to  page  12,  line  2  : 

The  "Faith  of  Israel,"  by  Rabbi  Tobias  Goodman,  Public  Lecturer  to  the  Con- 
gregation of  Israel,  was  published  in  1834,  and  was  printed  for  the  author  and  sold  by 
him  at  8,  Rix's  Court,  Church  Lane,  Commercial  Road.  The  work  is  dedicated  to 
Moses  Montefiore,  Esq.,  whose  benevolent  assistance  enabled  the  author  to  complete 
the  publication  of  the  work,  "  which  is  designed  to  elucidate  and  render  clear  the 
Faith  of  Israel,  and  to  furnish  that  instruction  in  the  principles  of  our  religion  which 
our  brethren  so  much  require." 

Note  to  page  16,  line  24  : 

"To  the  Memory  of  David  Levi,  who  departed  this  life  the  nth  day  of  July, 
a.m.  5561  (1801),  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age."  [Lysons'  "  Environs  of  London," 
Appendix,  p.  430.] 

Note  to  page  24,  line  7  : 

"Moreover,  that  Synagogue  [Margaret  Street]  is  under  the  ban  of  a  'caution,' 
or  excommunication,  pronounced  against  it  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  which 
is  still  unrepealed."  [Mr.  Alderman  Salomons'  address  to  the  Members  of  the  New 
Synagogue,  9th  Januar}-,  1854.] 
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Note  to  page  18,  line  24. 

Mr.  Myer  Solomon,  of  Pall  Mall,  was  the  pupil  of  Rabbi  H.  Kalisch,  who  was  the 
friend  and  companion  of  Rabbi  Falk,  the  Baal  Shem  mentioned  by  Archenholz,  the 
Count  de  Ranzow,  in  his  Memoires  cabalistiques,  magiques,  &c.  Mr.  Myer  Solomon 
married  the  eldest  daughter  of  R.  Kalisch  (at  one  time  minister  at  Bristol).  The 
New  Synagogue  (then  in  Leadenhall  Street)  was  without  a  Chazan,  and  requiring  a 
Reader  for  the  New  Year  and  Day  of  Atonement,  the  authorities  of  that  Synagogue 
availed  themselves  of  the  service  of  young  Mr.  Myer  Solomon  ;  but  they  made  him 
marry,  as  in  those  days  an  unmarried  man  was  not  allowed  to  officiate.  He,  in  con-  ' 
nection  with  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  Hyman  Collins,  and  others,  took  active  part  in 
building  the  present  Synagogue  in  St.  Alban's  Place,  on  the  congregation  removing 
from  Denmark  Court  in  1826.  His  certificate,  printed  in  Hebrew,  authorizing  him 
to  act  as  Shochet,  is  very  interesting,  containing  the  names  of  "  Moses  Myers  of 
the  New  Synagogue,  London,"  and  R.  Tevele  Schiff.  The  document  bears  date 
"London,  2nd  day  of  Rosh  Chodesh  Kislev,  5578  (1818).  Mr.  Myer  Solomon 
preached  several  sermons  in  the  Synagogue,  St.  Alban's  Place  :  On  the  General  Fast, 
1832  ;  on  the  Death  of  William  IV.,  and  the  Accession  of  Queen  Victoria  ;  on  the 
Immortality  of  the  Soul  ;  Religious  Education  of  the  Young,  and  various  other 
subjects.    He  died  on  31st  December,  1840  ;  his  wife  predeceased  him  early  in  1833. 
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Barnett,  A.  L.,  26. 
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Beyfus,  G.  P.,  21,  75. 
Beyfus,  Philip,  22. 
Board  of  Guardians,  44. 
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Bromfield,  W.,  38. 
Brompton  Hall,  35. 
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42,  46,  76,  77. 
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78,  79- 
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Chitty,  Mr.  Justice,  43. 
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Coyte,  H.,  37. 
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Cunliffe,  H.  O.,  42. 
Curtain,  description  of,  59. 
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Davids,  Arthur  Lumley,  23. 

Davids,  Rev.  H.,  45,  55,  71,  74,  75. 

Davids,  S.  H.,  76. 

Davidson,  Ellis,  50. 

Davis,  Alexander,  46,  58,  69. 

Davis,  Rev.  A.  B.,  69,  75. 

Davis,  Charles,  20,  34. 

Davis,  D.  (Jermyn  Street),  69. 

Davis,  David,  21,  34,  66. 

Davis,  Frederick,  31,  65,  66,  70. 

Davis,  James,  72. 

Davis,  Joel,  21,  46. 

Davis,  John,  20. 

Davis,  Lewis,  41,  43,  45,  72. 

Davis,  Moses,  20,  21. 

Davis,  Moss,  65. 

Declaration  (see  Excommunication). 
Defries,  Nathan,  29,  31,  34,  48,  55,  72,  7;. 
Deputies,  Board  of,  46,  47. 
Description  of  Synagogue,  33. 
De  Sola,  Rev.  David,  23. 
De  Symons,  Baron,  5,  10. 
De  Symons,  Samuel,  5. 
De  Symons,  S.  L.,  5,  59. 
Devotion  and  decorum,  32,  33,  34. 
Dibdin,  6. 

Dickens,  Charles,  54. 
Drury  Lane,  10. 
Ducking-Pond  Row,  80. 
Duke's  Walk,  36. 
Durlacher,  Lewis,  20,  3 1. 
Dyte,  Henry,  66. 

Dyte,  John,  31,  34,  49,  58,  59,  66. 
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E. 

Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  24,  73,  74. 

Eger,  R.  Akiba,  53. 

Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  35,  36. 

Ellis,  Colonel  Joel,  66. 

Ellis,  Samuel,  46. 

Ely,  J.,  72. 

Edmonton,  22,  44,  45,  46,  54,  78. 
Emanuel,  L.,  66. 
Emrik,  B.  E.,  66. 
Engel,  B.,  66. 

England  in  19th  Century,  33. 
Eskell,  Albert,  41,  43,  45,  65,  69. 
Excommunication,  22,  24,  25,  26,  47,  48,  80; 

not  read  in  the  Western  Synagogue, 

22,  24. 


F. 

Falk,  R.,  81. 

Financial  position  of  Western  Synagogue, 
58. 

First  English  sermon  in  London  (German) 

Synagogue,  11. 
Friends'  Meeting  House,  8. 
Funerals,  44,  78. 

G. 

Glaser,  M.,  45. 

"  God  Save  the  King"  in  Hebrew,  16. 
Goldsmid,  A.  A.,  30,  31,  34,  46,  49,  58. 
Goldsmid,  Sir  Francis,  Bart.,  Q.C.,  M.P., 

34,  66,  75. 
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80. 

Great  Exhibition  (1851),  68. 

Green,  Rev.  A.  L.,  19,  24,  54,  63,  65. 

Greiditz,  L.,  39. 

Groves,  John,  38. 

Grunebaum,  Joseph,  66,  76. 
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Hall,  James,  42. 
Harris,  Emanuel,  42. 
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Harris,  N.,  66. 
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Hart,  Mrs.  E.,  76. 

Hart,  John,  20. 

Hart,  L.,  66. 

Hart,  Samuel,  55. 

Hart,  Mrs.  S.,  15. 

Hart,  Professor  S.  A.,  Royal  Academy,  29, 

46,  49,  55,  58,  66. 
Hay  ton,  J.  D.,  65. 
Hemming's  Row,  8. 
Henry,  Rev.  H.  A.,  49,  51,  52,  75. 
Henry,  Michael,  66. 
Henry's  Class  Book,  53. 
Hirsch,  R.,  27. 

Hirschell  (variously  spelt),  Chief  Rabbi,  9, 

12,  18,  19,  22,  25,  26,  27,  42,  48,  78. 
Hirschfeld,  Dr.,  27. 
Hiutson,  J.  P.,  42. 
Hodges,  J.  G.,  19. 
Holmes,  Mrs.  Basil,  41. 
Holtzel,  Rev.  H,  59. 
Hort,  Abraham,  34,  75. 
Hospital  for  Women,  Chelsea,  42,  44. 
How,  W.,  42. 
Hurwitz,  Hyman,  16. 
Hyam,  S.  <8. 
Hyams,  Mrs.,  76. 

I. 

Improvements  in  the  Service,  31. 
Incorporated  Society  of  Artists,  7. 
Isaac,  John  Coleman,  20,  66. 
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Isaacs,  David,  41,  43,  45,  65,  66. 
Isaacs,  I.,  21. 
Isaacs,  John,  41,  43. 
Isaacs,  Lazarus,  21. 

Isaacs,  Moss,  41,  43,  44,  64,  65,  66,  74,  76. 
Isaacs,  S.,  58. 
Israel,  Miss  L.,  70. 
Israel,  Hyam,  21. 

J. 

Jacobs,  A.,  66. 

Jacobs,  Abraham  Richard,  26,  34. 
Jacobs,  D.,  66. 

Jacobs,  Lewis,  27,  41,  43,  45,  64,  67,  76. 

Jacobs,  Moses,  66. 

Jacobs,  P.  D.,  41,  43,  45,  66. 

Jacobus,  J.,  76,  77,  82. 

Jamaica,  37,  69,  72. 

Jarrett,  37. 

Jeremy's  Green  Lane  (see  Cemeteries). 
Jessel,  Sir  George,  Master  of  the  Rolls, 

36,  67. 
Jessel,  Henry,  49. 
Jessel,  Z.  A.,  19,  36,  59,  72. 
Jewell,  M.,  67. 
Jewell,  S.,  67. 
Jews'  College,  19,  56. 
Jews'  Free  School,  5,  23,  51,  63,  73. 

 Prayer  Book,  23. 

Jews'  Hospital,  57. 

Johnson,  J.  M.,  31,  34,  48,  49,  59,  67. 

Jones,  A.  G.,  58,  60. 

Jones,  E.  A.,  67. 

Jones,  Henry,  58,  67. 

Joseph,  Aaron,  59. 

Joseph,  Abraham,  66. 

Josephs,  Walter,  73. 

Junior  United  Service  Club,  7;. 

K. 

Kalisch.  R.  H.,  81. 

Keeling,  H.  L.,  46,  47,  49,  55,  56,  57,  58,  60, 
63,  64,  67. 


Keepers  of  Burial-ground,  76,  77. 
Kesner,  B.,  67,  77. 
Kiddush  Cups,  50,  60. 
Kinnoth,  69. 

Kisch,  Abraham,  17,  40,  47,  48,  49,  50,  51, 

60,  75,  76. 
Kisch,  Henry,  50. 

Kisch,  S.  A.,  41,  43,  47,  50,  58,  59,  60,  65, 

67,  76. 
Kisch,  Zevi  Hirsch,  50. 


L. 

Lamert,  J.,  58,  67. 

Lang,  Mr.,  70. 

Laurine,  Julia,  39. 

Lawrence,  S.,  67. 

Laws  (see  Regulations). 

Lazarus,  Aaron,  42. 

Lazarus,  Lewis  (Lakish),  67. 

Lazarus,  Morris,  65,  67. 

Lazarus,  Solomon,  41,  43. 

Le  Blond,  James  Christopher,  38. 

Lectures,  Proposals  for,  74. 

Lee,  B.,  67. 

Leicester  Place,  6. 

Leo,  Abraham,  13,  14. 

Leo,  Rev.  Ansell,  13,  14,  75. 

Leo,  Henry,  13,  J  5. 

Leo,  Louis,  13,  14,  84. 

Leo,  Rev.  Simon,  13,  14,  15,  17,  75. 

Lesser,  Rev.  J.,  57,  63,  64,  65,  75. 

Leverson,  A.,  45. 

Levi,  David,  6,  9,  10,  12,  13,  16,  80. 

Levy,  Rev.  Aaron  (Dayan),  49,  59. 

Levy,  A.,  26. 

Levy,  David,  39,  59. 

Levy,  Isaac,  18,  72. 

Levy,  Rev.  I.  A.,  49,  57,  60,  63,  76. 

Levy,  John,  46. 

Levy,  L.,  21. 

Levy,  Leon,  67. 


INDEX 


89 


Levy,  Rev.  M.  B.,  60,  63,  64,  72,  75,  76. 
Levy,  Solomon,  72. 
Lewis,  Nathan,  20,  40,  42,  72. 
Liepman,  Wolf,  5,  10. 
Light,  Ancient,  44. 
Lindo,  A.  A.,  18,  75. 
Loewe,  E.,  41,  43,  44,  67,  74,  76,  77,  82. 
Loewe,  Dr.  L.,  75. 
Loewenstark,  A.  D.,  67. 
London  County  Council :  Report  on  Burial- 
grounds,  41. 
Long  Acre,  10. 
Lowy,  Rev.  A,  65. 
Lyceum  Theatre,  7. 
Lyon,  Rev.  Hart  (Chief  Rabbi),  77. 
Lyon,  L.,  67. 
Lyon,  M.,  67. 
Lyon,  S.,  67. 
Lyon,  Rev.  Solomon,  39. 
Lyons,  Samuel,  41,  43,  45. 
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Macaulay,  Lord,  56. 
Manly,  Emanuel,  20. 
Manne,  Rev.  S.,  75. 
Mantle,  Description  of,  68. 
Marcus,  B.,  77,  82. 

Marks,  Rev.  Professor  D.  W.,  22,  23,  24, 

35,  59,  63,  65,  74,  75. 
Marks,  E,  67. 

Marks,  Lewis,  34,  58,  63,  65,  67,  76. 
Marriage,  Form  of  Prayer,  35. 
Marriage  Question,  48. 
Meetings  of  Members,  29,  48,  58. 
Meldola,  Rev.  David,  23,  26. 
Menora  presented  to  Synagogue,  42. 
Mombach,  J.  L.,  65. 
Montagu,  Sir  Samuel,  Bart.,  M.P.,  66. 
Montefiore,  Sir  Moses,  Bart.,  25,  27,  29,  59, 

60,  66,  74,  80. 
More,  Sir  Thomas,  36,  37. 
Mosely,  Ephraim,  46,  64. 


Moses,  E.  67. 

Moses,  J.,  5. 

Moses,  L.,  67. 

Moss,  Mathew,  16,  59,  64. 

Mulberry  Ground,  38. 

Mulberry  Tree,  19,  36,  37,  46. 

Munk,  53. 

Musgrave,  R.,  37. 

Myers,  Barnett,  59. 

Myers,  Rev.  Isidore,  75. 

Myers,  Rev.  Moses  (Chief  Rabbi),  12,  13, 

42,  78,  81. 
Myers,  Moses,  20. 
Myers,  Rev.  M.  H.,  49,  59. 


N. 

Nathan,  C,  67. 

Nathan,  Lewis,  59. 

Nathan,  Rev.  M.  N.,  23. 

Negotiations  with  United  Synagogue,  78. 

Nelson,  Admiral,  13. 

"Nemo,"  11,  13. 

Neumegen,  Leopold,  67,  68. 

New  South  Wales,  69. 

Nir  Tamid,  63. 

Norden,  D.,  68. 

Norden,  G.,  68. 

Norden,  M.,  68,  77. 

North,  Mr.  Justice,  43. 


O. 

Offerings,  33,  64. 

Officers  (Honorary)  of  Western  Synagogue 
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Oppenheim,  E.,  27,  41,  43,  44,  45,  65,  68, 
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Patent  for  silk,  37. 

Peter's  Court,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  7,  8,  9. 
Petition  to  High  Court,  Chancery  Division, 
43- 

Phillips'  Room,  Piccadilly,  7. 
Phillips,  Charles,  72. 
Phillips,  F.  S.D.,  65,  68. 
Phillips,  George,  72. 
Phillips,  Lawrence,  64,  68. 
Phillips,  Lazarus,  59, 
Phillips,  Philip,  20,  42. 

Pictures  of  the  Western  Synagogue,  1,61. 

Pillischer,  M.,  65,  68. 

Plans,  7,  40,  71. 

Poland  :  Kehilas,  51. 

Polygraphic  Society,  6. 

Prayer,  Form  of,  12. 

Preachers,  List  of,  75. 

Proclamations  in  Synagogues,  20,  21,  2^. 


Q. 

Quakers  (see  Friends). 
Queen  Elizabeth,  35,  36. 
Queen's  Elm,  35,  39,  42,  55. 
Queen  Victoria,  81. 
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Raphael,  M.  N.,  18,  45,  76. 
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Raphael,  Mrs.  S.,  76. 
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Rees,  Abraham,  21,  41,  43,  68. 


Rees,  Daniel,  20,  68. 
Rees,  P.,  68. 

Reform  Movement,  22,  23,  31,  47,  48. 
Regulations  and  Rules,  34,  35. 
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St.  Alban's  Place,  16,  20,  21. 
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Revised  Version,  19. 
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Ross,  Hall,  Ross  and  Browning,  Messrs.,  39. 

Rothschild,  Baron,  27,  34,  70. 
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Russell,  Henry,  57,  72. 
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Russell,  Moses,  57,  58,  72. 
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Samuel,  Stuart  M.,  66,  82. 
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Sans  Souci  Theatre,  6. 
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Schiff,  Rev.  David  Tevele  (Chief  Rabbi), 
12,  42,  77,  81. 

Schiller-Szinessy,  Dr.  S.  M.,  75. 

Seat-holders  in  Western  Synagogue,  Num- 
ber of,  49. 

Seats,  Price  of,  21. 

Secretaries,  List  of,  76. 

Selim,  H.,  68. 

Sephardim,  25. 

Sermons,  11,  12,  17,  18,  22,  23. 
Service,  Description  of,  32,  33,  56,  57. 
"  Setting  the  Watch,"  77. 
Sextoness,  76. 
Silverston,  A.,  68. 
Simmons,  A.,  68. 
Simmons,  B.,  68. 
Simmons,  H.,  68. 
Simmons,  J.,  21,  58,  68. 
Simmons,  M.,  68. 
Simmons,  Messrs.,  68. 
Simmons,  S.  J.,  41,  43,  45,  65,  68,  69. 
Simon,  Sir  John,  M.P.,  11,  22,  23. 
Simpson,  Lady  Ann,  38. 
Singer,  Rev.  S.,  74,  75. 
Sloane,  Hans,  38. 
Smith,  William,  12. 
Sola  (see  De  Sola). 
Solome,  David,  20. 
Solomon,  Henry,  20. 
Solomon,  Henry  N.,  22,  23,  45,  75. 
Solomon,  Israel,  20. 
Solomon,  John,  68. 
Solomon,  J.  W.,  31,  34,  47,  48,  49,  63. 
Solomon,  Judah,  46,  47,  55,  59,  64. 
Solomon,  Leon,  50,  65,  68. 
Solomon,  Maurice,  16. 
Solomon,  M.  E.,  8,  23. 
Solomon,  Morris,  21. 
Solomon,  Moses,  21,  42. 
Solomon,  Myer,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  43,  63, 
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Solomon,  Samuel,  34,  58,  59. 

Solomon,  Mr.  (Westminster),  72. 

Solomons,  A.,  45. 

Solomons,  B.,  34,  58,  76. 

Spiers,  Rev.  B.  (Dayan),  73,  74,  75. 

Spring  Gardens,  7. 

Staff  of  Beadle,  Western  Synagogue,  76. 

St.  Alban's  Street,  7. 

St.  Alban's  Tavern,  7. 

St.  Martin's  Lane,  10. 

Steinschneider,  Dr.,  54. 

Stern,  Viscount,  66. 

Strange,  Sir  Robert,  7. 

Styer,  W.,  68. 

Sussex,  Duke  of,  19,  29,  55. 

Sydney,  69. 

Sylvester,  Professor,  68. 
Symons  (see  De  Symons). 
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Birmingham,  27,  57. 
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Brewer  Street,  18. 
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Synagogues  {cont.)  : — 
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Finsbury  Park,  78. 
Glasgow,  27. 

Great,  8,  9,  12,  13,  15,  16,  22,  35,  57, 

63,  65,  73,  75,  78. 
Griiningen,  50. 
Hackney,  79. 

Hambro'  (Hamburg),  13,  35. 
Hampstead,  75. 
Hull,  57. 

Leadenhall  Street,  8,  80. 
Liverpool,  12,  22,  23. 
Maiden  Lane,  8,  18,  42,  46. 
Manchester,  57. 
Margaret  Street,  56,  80. 
Melbourne,  70. 

New  (Great  Saint  Helens),  13,  14,  r8, 

22,  35,  48,  59,  78,  81. 
New  West  End,  73. 
New  York,  14. 
Newcastle,  27. 
North-West  London,  78. 
Peter's  Court,  7. 
Portsmouth,  27,  69. 
Portuguese  (Bevis  Marks),  9,  18,  46. 
Rosemary  Lane,  11. 
Shearith  Israel,  53. 
South-East  London,  78. 
St.  Alban's  Place,  5,  13,  16,  20,  71. 
Sydney,  69. 
United,  44,  56,  78. 
Western,  5,  81. 


T. 

Talmud  Torah,  49,  51,  60. 
Tekanah,  10,  16,  64. 


Theatres  :  Lyceum,  7  ;  Sans  Souci,  6. 
Treasurers,  List  of,  76. 
Turner,  John,  37. 

U. 

United  States  of  America,  52. 
United  Synagogue,  78. 


V. 

Vallentine,  Isaac,  69. 
Vallentine,  S.,  69. 
Van  Oven,  Joshua,  8,  9,  23. 
Van  Raalte,  68. 

Victoria,  Queen  of  England,  81. 

W. 

Waley,  S.  W.,  34,  65. 

Watcher  at  Burial-ground,  77. 

Wertheimer,  J.,  17. 

Wertheimer,  Mr.  (Bond  Street),  68. 

Western  Jewish  Girls'  Free  School,  19,  49 

Western  (Westminster)  Jews'  Free  School 

T9,  27,  57,  63,  67,  69,  70. 
Western  Synagogue,  Origin  of,  5. 
Western  Talmud  Torah,  49. 
Wharton,  Duke  of,  37. 
Willesden  Cemetery,  71. 
Woolf,  B.,  41,  58,  60,  63,  69. 
Woolf,  Sidney,  Q.C.,  47,  69. 

Z. 

Zedner,  Joseph,  53,  54. 
Zunz,  Dr.,  54. 


Geo.  Bareer,  Printer,  23,  Furnival  Street,  Holborn,  and  16  &  17,  Cursitor  Street,  Chancery  Lane,  E.C. 


